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""The strength of our struggle arises from the fierce

determination of our fighters. Their firm

commitment and their courage to act without the

fear of death are the force and resource of our

struggle. The whole world is providing arms and

funds to our enemy. We are not begging from the

world... We stand firm on our own legs, on our

own soil, relying on our own people and fight with

our own hands. ... Since we are firmly rooted in

our own strength, we stand upright without bowing

to the pressures of others."

My Beloved People of Tamil Eelam,

Today is Heroes Day. It is the sacred day when
we cherish in our memory those exceptional
beings who, by their sacrifice, have made our
freedom struggle a heroic epic in the annals of
world history.

Our heroes are supreme idealists. They loved
their goal more than their lives. They
embraced the liberation of their people as the
highest goal in their life and they died for that
ideal. Freedom is a noble ideal. It is the highest
virtue in human life. It is the basis for human
progress and development. It is freedom which
gives meaning and wholeness to life. The
yearning for freedom arises as the deepest
aspiration of the human spirit.

For thousands of years, since the birth of
civilization, human beings have been struggling
for freedom. They were struggling to
emancipate themselves from the structures of
oppression. The innumerable struggles,
revolutions and wars that erupted on the face
of this planet for centuries are none other than
the manifestations of the human passion for
freedom. Human beings enslave human
beings. They destroy each other. They exploit
each other. Man has become the foremost

enemy of man. Righteousness is undermined
when one infringes on the human world.

Consequently, contradictions emerge in
human relationships in the form of caste, class
and race. If there is oppression and injustice, if
there are people deprived of freedom, there
will be liberation struggles. This is the law of
history. The motor of history is propelled by
the human will to freedom. As a section of
people belonging to the oppressed masses of
the world, we too are engaged in a struggle for
liberation. Above all the national liberation
struggles, our cry for freedom is heard louder
in the world arena. Our liberation struggle is
unique. It has its specific characteristics and is
structurally different from other freedom
struggles.

In our homeland, in the course of our struggle,
extra-ordinary sacrifices have been made
which have not taken place anywhere, at any
time in the history of the world. | can proudly
say that none can equal our martyrs in their
dedication, deep commitment to the goal and
tremendous courage that transcends the fear
of death. Such magnificent qualities have
enabled them to create an unparalleled legend
of heroism. Our struggle evolved through
these remarkable feats of self-sacrifice, has
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become a guide and a driving force to the
oppressed people of the world.

The strength of our struggle arises from the
fierce determination of our fighters. Their firm
commitment and their courage to act without
the fear of death are the force and resource of
our struggle. The whole world is providing
arms and funds to our enemy. We are not
begging from the world. We do not depend on
anybody. We stand firm on our own legs, on
our own soil, relying on our own people and
fight with our own hands. This is the specificity
of our individuality. Since we are firmly rooted
in our own strength, we stand upright without
bowing to the pressures of others.

Today, our liberation struggle is situated in a
complex historical conjuncture faced with new
challenges and new crises. Our enemy, having
firmly closed the doors of peace, has embarked
on a course of escalating the war. The
Government is not prepared to put forward
any substantial proposals to resolve the Tamil
national question.

This year the war has intensified on an
unprecedented scale. We were able to work
out new strategies and stepped up our military
assaults to foil the offensive plans of the
enemy. Consequently, the enemy suffered
heavy casualties more than ever before in the
history of the war. We have impressed upon
the enemy that this land of ours will not
tolerate the incursions of an aggressor.

Although the enemy has suffered set-backs in
the war front and faced serious economic crisis
because of the war and despite the realization
that the LTTE cannot be defeated militarily, the
Sri Lankan regime has not given up its
militaristic approach. The Government is
primarily concerned with modernizing the
armed forces, escalating the war of aggression
and to seek a military solution.

From the strategy of the Government we must
be quite clear about one thing. That is, there
has been no change in the hegemonic attitude
of the Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism to
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dominate and rule over the Tamil nation by
armed might. If the Sinhala nation is buried in
the mud of racist politics, we cannot expect a
fair and reasonable solution from the Sinhalese
ruling class. Our people should realize this
bitter political reality.

Our freedom struggle continues for more than
forty years amidst tensions, turmoil’s and
crises. Our struggle has taken different forms
at different times, from non-violent Gandhian
agitations to armed resistance movement. Yet
our cry for justice and fair play has not touched
the conscience of the Sinhala nation.

The profound suffering of our people, the
tragedies they faced in the form of death and
destruction, the tears of blood they shed from
their anguish, have not touched the
compassion of the Buddhist nation.

Our enemy is heartless and committed to war
and violence. His objective is to destroy our
homeland. We cannot expect justice from the
magnanimity of his heart. What can we do in
these circumstances?

We have no alternative other than to continue
our struggle, to continue to intensify our
struggle.

We are not warmongers who love violence. In
fact, spiritually, we love peace. We want a
permanent, stable and honorable peace. It is
because of this reason that despite this bloody
war, we are keeping the doors of peace open.

We have not closed the path of peace. We
have no such intention. One day, when our
enemy knocks at our doors of peace, we will
extend the hand of friendship.

But our enemy is committed to violence.
Therefore, he has imposed an unjust war on us.
Today, the enemy's armed forces have come to
our doorstep and are beating war drums. They
are bent on devouring our land and to destroy
us. He is prepared to shed any amount of blood
in this genocidal war.
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In this most difficult and critical situation what
can we do? Have we got any alternative other
than to fight to protect our land and our
people? We must struggle and win our
freedom. Freedom is not a commercial
commodity that can be bargained. It is a sacred
right that can be won by shedding blood.

Let us continue to struggle. Let us continue our
journey towards freedom despite the
obstacles and sufferings we may encounter.
Let us continue to struggle so that the
sacrifices made by our martyrs and the blood
spilled by our people will not be in vain. We
have already encountered so many challenges,
so many dangers and so many crises in the
course of our struggle.
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Nothing and nobody can deter us anymore. Let
us continue our struggle with determination.
History will be our guide and truth shall be our
witness. Our martyrs are the pillars of our
freedom movement, whose blood enriches the
history of our freedom struggle, who's ideal
makes our struggle supreme, whose sacrifices
shape the formation of our nation, whose
memories make our determination stronger.
We salute our martyrs who are the architects
of the freedom of our nation.
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""We are fully aware that the world is not rotating

on the axis of human justice. Every country in this

world advances its own interests. Economic and

trade interests determine the order of the present

world, not the moral law of justice nor the rights of

people. International relations and diplomacy

between countries are determined by such interests.

Therefore, we cannot expect an immediate

recognition of the moral legitimacy of our cause by

the international community... In reality, the

success of our struggle depends on us, not on the
world. Our success depends on our own efforts, on

our own strength, on our own determination."

My Dear Beloved People of Tamil Eelam

Today is Heroes' Day, the day in which we
remember our Departed heroes, who are the
historical architects of our national freedom
movement.

Today, we cherish in our hearts the memories
of our heroes who have transformed our
nation from the conditions of bondage and
servitude into a realm of liberty where a fierce
struggle for liberation is being fought. It is our
martyrs who have internationalized our
inalienable right to a homeland with the
dictum that 'our land belongs to us'.

Heroes Day is not a day of mourning nor a day
of weeping and lamentation. It is a day of
national resurgence, a day we pledge and
commit ourselves to the emancipation of our
nation.

Our heroes have sacrificed their lives for a just
cause. Their demise does not constitute an
ordinary event of death. Rather, their death
signifies a profound spiritual aspiration for
national freedom.

Our martyrs die in the arena of struggle with
the intense passion for the freedom of their
people, for the liberation of their homeland
and therefore the death of every martyr
constitutes a brave act of enunciation of
freedom.

From the tombs of the dead martyrs who lie in
rest in the womb of our soil rises the cry for
freedom. This cry for freedom is the
articulation of the will and determination of
more than 6000 martyrs which underlie the
motive force behind our struggle.

The history of our liberation war continues as
blood spilling politics. From the birth of our
movement until now, within the space of this
lengthy struggle though we have encountered
innumerable problems, trials and tribulations
we have not deviated from our basic political
ideal. We are firmly convinced that the
creation of an independent sovereign state of
Tamil Eelam is the only and final solution to the
Tamil national question. Our position is well
known to our enemy and to the world.
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The Tamil political parties which obtained the
mandate from our people for the
establishment of an independent state and the
Tamil armed groups who pledged to fight an
armed struggle for political independence
have already given up their cause and betrayed
the Tamil people. It is only our liberation
movement that continues to abide by the
principles to which it is committed.

We are fully aware of the Himalayan
impediments that we have face in achieving
the objective of an independent Tamil state.
We are also aware of the forces that are
opposed to our objective and how they would
respond.

We are also aware of the modes of
intervention that might arise from the
hegemonic designs of the regional power and
from the strategic objectives of the super
powers. Whenever such interventions
occurred, we courageously faced those
challenges. We stood by our principles even
when we were pushed to the brink of
destruction. We were not shaken by the
violent storms unleashed against by dominant
forces.

We are standing on a strong moral foundation.
We are fighting for a just cause. Our political
objectives conform with international norms
and principles. Our people are eligible for the
right to self-determination. They have the right
to statehood. Under international law this
right cannot be denied. We must be firm in the
cause of our struggle because truth and justice
are on our side. Only when a people are firmly
and resolutely committed to their cause can
they win their freedom.
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We are fully aware that the world is not
rotating on the axis of human justice. Every
country in this world advances its own
interests. Economic and trade interests
determine the order of the present world, not
the moral law of justice nor the rights of
people. International relations and diplomacy
between countries are determined by such
interests. Therefore, we cannot expect an
immediate recognition of the moral legitimacy
of our cause by the international community.

But at the same time, we must agitate for that
recognition. The world is constantly changing
and there will be unexpected changes. At a
conjuncture the international situation might
change favorably to us. At that time, the
conscience of the world will be conducive to
the call of our just cause.

The success of our struggle depends on us,
not on the world. Our success depends on our
own efforts, on our own strength, on our own
determination. The moral legitimacy of the
cause alone will not lead to victory. We must
be strong, firm in our convictions and skilled in
the art of war.

Our enemy, the Sinhala chauvinist regime is
not prepared to resolve the problems of our
people based on justice and fair play. The
Sinhala government wants to resolve the
problem through the means of violence.
Because of the ruthless militaristic approach of
the Sinhala racist regime the Tamil ethnic
problem continued unresolved for the last 40
years.
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""We are a movement fighting for liberation. We

are not an ordinary group which stands abjectly in

askance of concessions...Our goal is that we should

live with honor peace, safety and freedom in our

home soil, our own soil which historically belongs

to us. This is our national aspiration."

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

"We celebrate this day as the holy day on
which we worship in the temples of our heart
our dear fighters who gave up their lives,
sacrificed their lives for the noble ideal that our
people should achieve freedom and live in
freedom with dignity and honor and the right
of self-government.

Our country has paid an incalculable price for
the sake of liberation. This land has turned into
a battlefield and a river of blood has flowed on
this soil. Our warriors are dying even today for
the sake of liberation. All those thousands
upon thousands of tombstones on this soil
stand demanding liberation as their goal. The
figures of the great warriors whom we
encounter on roads, street corners, and walls
appear as witnesses to liberation.

A great political change has taken place in Sri
Lanka. A new government has come to power
with a new approach and a new mandate.
When the Chandrika government extended its
hand for peace, we grasped it with friendship.
We participated in talks without preconditions
or imposing any constraints. As these talks
began in the first stage, we gave precedence to
the problems faced by our people.

The Sinhala army does not appear to like
finding a solution to the problem of the Tamils
through peaceful means. The uncompromising
hard line, military activities and war
preparations of the army show this truth.

It does not appear that even the Chandrika
government has not given up the military
approach. The government does not want to
act against the army's hard line. The
government is not prepared to bring any
pressure on the army. Under such
circumstances it is not an easy matter to create
an atmosphere for peace or normalcy.

Therefore, if the government has a true and
honest interest in the path of peace it should
be easy only if the armed forces are also led on
that path.

Stopping war activities removing the economic
embargo, opening the passage for transport,
removing the ban on the maritime zone, and
resettling refugees all depend on the position
of the army.

We stand not as an obstacle on the path for
peace. We have not closed the doors of peace.
We are prepared for peace. If talks take place
again, we will take part in them. We desire that
a solution should be found first to the daily
problems faced by our people.

If the Chandrika government must secure the
trust and goodwill of our people, it should first
find a solution to their immediate problems
and create an atmosphere for peace and
normalcy in the homeland of the Tamils.

Our movement which fought for Ilong,
shedding blood, has taken the struggle to
higher stage - to the point where it has
established structures of self-rule.
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Today we stand on a very strong and solid
foundation. We should never forget that the
people who laid this strong foundation were
our great warriors.

The Sinhala government is interested in
(developing) negotiations with us because we
stand on a strong base as a powerful force.

We will assist the Chandrika government if it
takes steps to find a peaceful solution to the
national problem of the Tamils.

If proper proposals for autonomy are put
forward, we are prepared to examine them.

My Dear Tamil people!

We are a movement fighting for liberation. We
are not an ordinary group which stands
abjectly in askance of concessions.

Our goal is that we should live with honor
peace, safety and freedom in our home soil,
our own soil which historically belongs to us.

This is our national aspiration. We ask for a
solution which will fulfill this national

| 111

aspiration. Only such a solution can be
permanent. Only that will create a lasting
peace.

Until we get that solution, we should stand as
one people rally round as one nation, with
unflinching firmness.

We shall take an oath on this national day, on
this day when we remember in our hearts, our
warriors who laid down their lives for the
liberation of our nation, that we will firmly
stand by our goal.

As we light the lamps in the 'warriors' resting '
abodes' which are the temples of freedom, we
shall take this oath as a gift to their souls '
aspirations.

The thirst of the Tigers is the homeland of
Tamil Eelam!
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""This is our land, the land in which we were born,

grew and live, the land which bears the foot prints

of our forefathers, the land in which our culture
and history are rooted...The LTTE will not
participate in peace negotiations imposed at the

point of a gun ...This is the message we wish to

addpress to the Chandrika regime"

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

Today is Martyrs' Day, a sacred day in which we
cherish the memory of our heroes who have
sacrificed their precious lives for the cause of
the freedom of our nation.

Our martyrs have died for the liberation of this
land so that our people could live in our land
with freedom, dignity and security.

This is our land, the land in which we were
born, grew and live, the land which bears the
foot prints of our forefathers, the land in which
our culture and history are rooted.

Our martyrs have died for the objective that
this land should belong to us. They have died
for the cause of liberating this land from the
shackles of alien domination and transforming
it into an independent sovereign nation.

In the sacred war of liberating our homeland
our heroes have made supreme sacrifices
which cannot be described in words.
Extraordinary deeds never happened in the
history of the world have taken place in this
land, for the freedom of this land. The ideal
dream, the spiritual yearning of those
thousands of martyrs who have created this
heroic legend will be actualized one day.

Today the war of aggression against our land
by the enemy has reached a phenomenal scale.
Having mobilized all its military power and
having utilized all its national resources, the

enemy has launched a massive invasion on the
Jaffna soil.

Our traditional land of ancient historical glory
is being systematically destroyed by the
enemy's firepower. The intense shelling that
rains down unabatingly has wiped out the face
of Jaffna. The fundamental objective of this
war of aggression is to destroy the economic
resources and the cultural heritage of Jaffna
thereby uprooting the national life of the
people.

This war is not, as the government claims,
against the LTTE. This war is against the Tamil
people, against the Tamil Nation. The objective
of this war is to destroy the Tamil Nation. This
racist war of Sinhala chauvinism has a long
history.

It has been going on before the birth of the
LTTE. It has started by Chandrika's father. Now,
Chandrika's government has given total
expression to this racist war. The strategic
objective of this war is to annihilate the
national identity of the Tamils by destroying
their life and property and their land and
resources.

Wearing a peace mask and pretending that she
was committed to a peaceful resolution of this
conflict, Chandrika was able to cheat the
Sinhala people and the world and assumed
political power. Having taken the reins of
power she staged a drama of peace
negotiations. We extended our hands of
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friendship seeking a peaceful solution to the
Tamil National question. To promote the peace
process, we released the prisoners of war as a
gesture of goodwill. During the peace
negotiations we neither put forward stringent
conditions nor rigid demands.

We requested Chandrika government to lift
the economic embargo and the restrictions on
travelling and to create conditions of
normalcy. We requested the government to
alleviate the suffering of our people who have
been subjected to extreme difficulties without
the basic needs of life.

But Chandrika government was not prepared
to concede even these meagre concessions. As
the talks prolonged fruitlessly for over a period
of six months we realized an important fact -
that Chandrika government was not interested
in peace nor in a peaceful resolution of the
conflict. Since primacy was given to military
concerns throughout the negotiations it
became very apparent to us that Chandrika
regime was seriously considering the military
option.

The monumental scale in which the invasion
has been launched on Jaffna amply illustrates
the politico-military objective of the
government. The strategy aims at the
encirclement and occupation of the densely
populated vital area of the Tamil homeland
and to proclaim to the world that Jaffna society
is 'liberated'. But this strategy of Chandrika
government has turned out to be a disaster
since the people of Jaffna city and Valigamam
region evacuated the area before the
encirclement of the army.

This massive exodus has demonstrated the fact
that the people of Jaffna, in a unanimous
stand, have expressed their opposition to the
government war effort and absurd reasons
attributed to it. This mass exodus has
impressed upon the Sinhala Nation and the
world that the Tamil people are no more
prepared to be subjected to Sinhala state
administration and that the people and the
LTTE could not be separated. Therefore,
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Chandrika regime has failed to achieve the
political objective behind the Jaffna offensive.

We are relieved that our people have safely
escaped from the military siege and the
political trap behind it, yet we are deeply sad
about the enormous suffering and pain they
are subjected to because of this mass
displacement. It distresses us deeply that our
people have had to vacate their traditional
villages where they lived for centuries and
leave their houses, lands and property and
become destitute.

Yet, we consider such tragic experience and
suffering as a tremendous contribution by our
people to the cause of national emancipation.
This mass exodus proclaims to the world that
our people are determined to live as free
beings with self-dignity and that they are
prepared to face any form of suffering to be
independent rather  than subjecting
themselves to the domination of the
aggressor.

The Sinhala military devils may hoist victory
flags in depopulated Jaffna which has been
reduced to rubble. The Sinhala chauvinistic
gangs in the South may light crackers in
jubilation assuming that they have captured
the kingdom of Jaffna. Chandrika may send
peace signals believing that military hegemony
has been achieved. In these circumstances we
wish to make it absolutely clear that as long as
the Sinhala army is occupying Jaffna the doors
for peace will be firmly closed.

The LTTE will not participate in peace
negotiations imposed at the point of a gun
subjecting itself to military pressure. This is the
message we wish to address to Chandrika
regime. It will be nothing other than political
stupidity if Chandrika government thinks that
it can bring about peace and political
settlement by occupying Jaffna and uprooting
hundreds of thousands of people.

The invasion of Jaffna is a gigantic historical
blunder made by Chandrika regime. As a
consequence of this act the Colombo
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government has closed all avenues for peace
and plunged the entire island into grave
conflictual situation.

There is absolutely no truth in claims made by
the government-controlled media that the
LTTE has suffered heavy casualties and that it
has been weakened by the offensive on Jaffna.
In the battle of Jaffna, we have neither
suffered heavy casualties nor been weakened.
It is the armed forces that have suffered more
casualties than the LTTE.

We have fought efficiently within our
capability against huge military formations
with formidable manpower and firepower
which advanced along a geographical terrain
advantageous to them. Though we fought
under extremely difficult and dangerous
conditions we did not suffer heavy casualties.
Neither our manpower nor our military
structure is affected in anyway.

The army's strategy to entice us into a
conventional war to destroy our manpower did
not work. In the battle of Jaffna we faced a set-
back. It is a temporary set-back. We faced
serious set-back during the Indian military
occupation. But we were not defeated. In the
end, it was the Indian army which faced defeat.
Therefore, today's set-back will turn out to be
a victory tomorrow.

Sri Lankan army has over-stretched its feet on
the Jaffna soil. It is not a difficult task to
conquer territories by mobilizing large
formations of troops. But it will be a difficult
task to hold the territories captured. This is the
historical reality faced by the aggressive armies
all over the world. The Sri Lankan army will
soon learn this historical truth.

Sri Lankan state is attempting to determine the
political destiny of the Tamils based on military
power. It assumes that it can impose an
inadequate solution on the Tamils by military
hegemony and territorial aggression. Such a
military  solution  underlies  Chandrika's
conception of 'war for peace'.
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Any Tamil with self-dignity will not accept such
a solution. To frustrate this government's
scheme and to advance our liberation struggle,
we are left with only one alternative. We have
to strengthen our military structure and
intensify our struggle. It is only by
strengthening the military power the Tamils
could freely determine their political destiny. It
is only by strengthening our military power we
could live with security; we could gain our lost
territories; we could return to our homes as
free men.

The task of building the military power of the
Tamil Nation has become the inevitable
historical necessity today. This is crucial for the
survival of the Tamil Nation. Our Nation has
been forced into a necessity to struggle for
survival. The young generation of Tamils
cannot escape from this national duty, from
this call of history. Any delay in this task will
endanger the existence of our Nation.
Therefore, | call upon the younger generation
to join our liberation movement without delay.
The earlier the youth join our movement the
quicker we can achieve the objectives of our
struggle.

We call for the support and solidarity of the
world Tamil community at this critical time
when we are faced with a genocidal war all
alone without any external assistance. We
appeal to the people of Tamil Eelam living
abroad to champion the cause of our struggle
and assist us in all possible ways.

On this sacred day when we remember our
martyrs who have sacrificed their lives for
national freedom and attained historical
immortality, let us pledge to commit ourselves
to the cause for which thousands of our
freedom fighters laid down their lives.
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“During our long journey towards liberation we

have crossed rivers of fire. It is our commitment to

our cause that sustained us during these violent

upheavals. The cause we have charted to fight for -

the right to self-determination of our people - is

right, fair and just. From the beginning up to now,

we are resolutely committed to our cause. Our

cause is our towering strength. It is because of our

firm commitment to our cause that we have our

importance, individuality and history"’

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

"We celebrate this day as the holy day on
which we worship in the temples of our heart
our dear fighters who gave up their lives,
sacrificed their lives for the noble ideal that our
people should achieve freedom and live in
freedom with dignity and honor and the right
of self-government.

Our country has paid an incalculable price for
the sake of liberation. This land has turned into
a battlefield and a river of blood has flowed on
this soil. Our warriors are dying even today for
the sake of liberation. All those thousands
upon thousands of tombstones on this soil
stand demanding liberation as their goal. The
figures of the great warriors whom we
encounter on roads, street corners, and walls
appear as witnesses to liberation.

A great political change has taken place in Sri
Lanka. A new government has come to power
with a new approach and a new mandate.
When the Chandrika government extended its
hand for peace, we grasped it with friendship.
We participated in talks without preconditions
or imposing any constraints. As these talks
began in the first stage, we gave precedence to
the problems faced by our people.

The Sinhala army does not appear to like
finding a solution to the problem of the Tamils
through peaceful means. The uncompromising
hard line, military activities and war
preparations of the army show this truth.

It does not appear that even the Chandrika
government has not given up the military
approach. The government does not want to
act against the army's hard line. The
government is not prepared to bring any
pressure on the army. Under such
circumstances it is not an easy matter to create
an atmosphere for peace or normalcy.

Therefore, if the government has a true and
honest interest in the path of peace it should
be easy only if the armed forces are also led on
that path.

Stopping war activities removing the economic
embargo, opening the passage for transport,
removing the ban on the maritime zone, and
resettling refugees all depend on the position
of the army.

We stand not as an obstacle on the path for
peace. We have not closed the doors of peace.
We are prepared for peace. If talks take place
again, we will take part in them. We desire that
a solution should be found first to the daily
problems faced by our people.
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If the Chandrika government must secure the
trust and goodwill of our people, it should first
find a solution to their immediate problems
and create an atmosphere for peace and
normalcy in the homeland of the Tamils.

Our movement which fought for long,
shedding blood, has taken the struggle to
higher stage - to the point where it has
established structures of self-rule.

Today we stand on a very strong and solid
foundation. We should never forget that the
people who laid this strong foundation were
our great warriors.

The Sinhala government is interested in
(developing) negotiations with us because we
stand on a strong base as a powerful force.

We will assist the Chandrika government if it
takes steps to find a peaceful solution to the
national problem of the Tamils.

If proper proposals for autonomy are put
forward, we are prepared to examine them.

My Dear Tamil people!

We are a movement fighting for liberation. We
are not an ordinary group which stands
abjectly in askance of concessions.
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Our goal is that we should live with honor
peace, safety and freedom in our home soil,
our own soil which historically belongs to us.

This is our national aspiration. We ask for a
solution which will fulfill this national
aspiration. Only such a solution can be
permanent. Only that will create a lasting
peace.

Until we get that solution, we should stand as
one people rally round as one nation, with
unflinching firmness.

We shall take an oath on this national day, on
this day when we remember in our hearts, our
warriors who laid down their lives for the
liberation of our nation, that we will firmly
stand by our goal.

As we light the lamps in the 'warriors' resting '
abodes' which are the temples of freedom, we
shall take this oath as a gift to their souls '
aspirations.

The thirst of the Tigers is the homeland of
Tamil Eelam!
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""...Fifty years have lapsed since the governing

authority of the island was transferred to the
Sinhala majority. What have the Sinhala political
parties, which have been ruling the island for the

last half century, done to the Tamils to redress

their grievances?"

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

Today is Heroes' Day, a sacred day in which we
honour and remember our beloved martyrs who
have sacrificed their lives for the cause of
freedom of our nation.

Our martyrs were extra-ordinary human beings.
They chose the noble cause of liberating our
people. Having lived and struggled for such a
cause they finally sacrificed their precious lives
for that higher ideal. | venerate our heroes since
they renounced their personal desires and
transcended their egoic existence for a common
cause of higher virtue. Such a noble act of
renunciation deserves our veneration.

Our liberation movement pays highest respect
and reverence to our martyrs for their supreme
sacrifice. We honour our martyrs as national
heroes, as creators of the history of our national
struggle. We commemorate our heroes and
erect them memorials so that their memories
should remain forever in our hearts. It has
become a popular norm to bury our martyrs
with honour, erect stone monuments for them
and venerate these war cemeteries as holy
places of tranquility. The practice of venerating
heroic martyrdom has become an established
tradition in our society.

Our tradition of venerating martyrs as war
heroes has always irritated the Sinhala
chauvinist state. The Sinhala chauvinists find it
intolerable the very fact that those whom they
categories as terrorists are venerated and
glorified by the Tamils as war heroes.

Furthermore, they feel that this tradition has
become a source of inspiration to the Tamil
freedom movement. Impelled by this hostile
attitude, they committed a grave crime that
deeply offended the Tamil nation.

This regrettable incident occurred when the
Sinhala army of occupation took control of the
Jaffna peninsula. The enemy forces committed
the unpardonable crime of desecration,
disrupting the spiritual tranquility of our
martyrs. Their war cemeteries underwent
wanton destruction, their tomb-stones up-
rooted and flattened and their memorials
erased without a trace. | call this act of
desecration of the graves of martyrs whom the
Tamils venerate as their national heroes as
wicked, immoral and uncivilized. This act cannot
be dismissed as a wanton display of an
occupying army. This is a grave act of terrorism
which has left an indelible stain in the soul of the
Tamil nation.

This heinous act clearly demonstrates the fact
that the racist Sinhala regime has no respect for
the deeper sentiments of the Tamil people. Nor
are they prepared to do justice to the Tamils in
recognition of their national aspirations.

Fifty years have lapsed since the governing
authority of the island was transferred to the
Sinhala majority. What have the Sinhala political
parties, which have been ruling the island for the
last half century, done to the Tamils to redress
their grievances? Have any of the reasonable
demands of the Tamils been fulfilled? Has the
burning question of the ethnic conflict been
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resolved? Nothing has happened. Rather, during
this lengthy period, the Tamil people have been
systematically burdened with intolerable
suffering.

Successive Sri Lankan Governments adopted a
policy of genocidal repression aimed at the
gradual and systematic destruction of the Tamil
nation. The planned annexation of the
traditional lands of the Tamils, the denial of their
linguistic rights, the deprivation of their
educational and employment opportunities, the
disruption of their social and economic
existence, the destruction of their national
resources and the mass extermination of the
Tamils during riots and military campaigns
indicate such genocidal policy.

Chandrika's rule constitutes the worst period for
the Tamils in the long history of the Sri Lankan
state oppression. Not a single Tamil has been
spared from harassment or suffering over this
three years period. It is during Chandrika's rule
that the flames of war have escalated into major
conflagration and scorched the Tamil lands. This
has resulted in mass exodus of populations
causing immense hardships to our people. It is
during her regime that historically renowned
traditional lands of the Tamils came under
Sinhala military subjugation.

Her Government has intensified aggressive
military campaigns and has tightened the
embargo on food and medicine causing
indescribable suffering to the Tamil people. It is
during Chandrika's administration that Sinhala
chauvinistic oppression against the Tamils has
become harsh, severe and rigorous. The central
objective of her policy is to repress the Tamil
freedom movement spearheaded by the
Liberation Tigers and to subjugate the Tamil
nation under Sinhala military rule. Her
Government is pursuing this military option with
single-minded determination.

In order to cover-up the monumental tragedy
suffered by the Tamils as the consequence of the
massive war effort and to distract world public
opinion, Chandrika's Government has staged a
political play in the name of the devolution

| 118

package. This political drama is intended to
justify the strategic aims of the war and
therefore, it is the other face of the military
solution. The international community was
misguided by the subtle and sophisticated
propaganda of the Sri Lankan Government and
opted to support the so-called package. We are
surprised and disappointed to note that
international countries have made a hasty
decision on this matter without an objective
analysis of the racist tendency of the Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinism and the bitter and
oppressive history suffered by the Tamils.

Chandrika's political package fails to address the
basic national aspirations of the Tamils. Severely
watered down in its scope and content, these
proposals have not yet evolved into a full-
fledged comprehensive framework even after
two and a half years of deliberations. Yet, we can
perceive clearly the underlying objective of this
political package. It aims at denying the Tamil
homeland and the Tamil national identity. Its
central objective is to subjugate the Tamil nation
under the domination of the supreme power of
the Sinhala state. The military solution of the
government also aims at a similar strategy.
Therefore, in our view, the political project of
the so-called devolution package and the
strategic objective of the military programmed
are similar, like two faces of the same coin.

Chandrika's Government lacks the political will
and commitment to resolve the Tamil national
conflict reasonably through peaceful means.
Chandrika is not courageous enough to submit a
substantial framework to fulfil the national
aspirations of the Tamil people. To justify her
political inability, she blames the extremist
elements of Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism and
the LTTE. In reality, Chandrika's Government
itself is an embodiment of neo-Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinism. It is absurd on her part to blame
these forces, since it was Chandrika's political
party which was instrumental for reviving and
re-building Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism as a
monstrous phenomenon.
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There is no truth in Chandrika's accusation that
the LTTE does not seek a political solution
through peaceful means. It is because we sought
a political settlement through peaceful means
that we participated in several political talks
from Thimpu to Jaffna. During these political
negotiations we firmly upheld the interests of
the Tamil nation, whereas the Sinhala
Governments denied justice to the Tamils.
Therefore, the talks failed. This situation arose
because of the irreconcilable and intransigent
attitude of the Sinhala governments. Therefore,
we cannot be blamed for this situation.

From the time of the Thimpu talks we have been
emphasizing that the recognition of the Tamil
homeland, Tamil nationhood and the Tamil right
to self-determination should be the basis for any
negotiated political settlement. This is our
position even today.

The recognition of the Tamil homeland is
fundamental to a political solution, since the
territory of the Tamils is crucial for their national
life and identity. Any political framework that
fails to recognize the historically constituted
homeland of the Tamils cannot be a basis for a
solution to the Tamil National question.

It is questionable whether the Sinhala political
parties will agree for a political settlement on
the basis of Thimpu principles when they are not
even prepared to recognise the Tamils' right to a
homeland. Such a political arrangement is
inconceivable as long as the Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinistic  ideology exerts hegemonic
influence in the Sinhala political world. Having
realized this political reality twenty years ago,
the Tamil people opted to exercise their right to
self-determination and fight for an independent
state. Our liberation movement, in pursuance of
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the national aspirations of our people, has been
engaged in a struggle for the last two decades to
realize the right to self-determination.

For the last fifty years, the Sinhala state has been
adopting a singular policy of oppression against
the Tamils. This irrational policy has given rise to
war and violence destroying the peace in the
Island. Unless this policy is radically changed the
war will continue for ever with its disastrous
consequences. It is not the LTTE, but the Sinhala
chauvinists who have chosen this path of
violence and destruction.

By adopting a policy of military repression, the
Sinhala state has been destroying itself. Such a
policy will never an put end to the Tamil freedom
movement. One day the Sinhala chauvinists will
realize this truth. We do not anticipate that the
Sinhala chauvinists will renounce their policy of
oppression and be prepared to do justice to the
Tamils. We have not launched this liberation
struggle with such expectations. We are aware
that freedom is not a concession gained from
the enemy, but a sacred right which must be
fought by shedding blood and making sacrifices.

Therefore, let us continue to struggle until we
realize our goal of freedom. Let us continue to
struggle with the conviction that the immense
sacrifices we have made will not be wasted.

Let us continue to struggle to expel the enemy
forces who have occupied our sacred land.

Let us continue to struggle with the conviction
that a determined nation will eventually win.

Let us continue to struggle with the memory
of those martyrs who have fought and died with
dedication for the liberation of our land.
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"...What are we struggling for? We aspire to live
peacefully with freedom and dignity, without the
interference of anyone, in our own soil; in our
Motherland where we are born and bred; in our
own historical homeland which belongs to us. We
too, are human beings. We constitute ourselves as
a human society possessing the basic rights of
human beings. We are a national formation with a
distinct language, culture and history. We,
therefore, demand that we should be recognised as
a community of people, as a social formation with
distinct characteristics. We have the right to
determine our political status. On the basis of that
right, we aspire to choose freely a political model
suited to us to govern ourselves...."

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,
"Today is Maha Veerar Naal.

It is the day on which we honour and venerate
in the temple of our hearts, our national heroes
who have given their lives for the freedom of
their Tamil motherland....

While the whole world has radically transformed
and moving on the path of peace, progress and
harmony and preparing itself to embrace the
new millennium Sri Lanka is still caught up in a
turbulent conflict. The Tamil national question
continues to torment the Island as a burning
issue fuelled by war and violence. Why is it that
the Tamil ethnic conflict, with a prolonged
history of more than half-a-century, continues to
be an insurmountable problem while the world
is undergoing change, resolving tensions and
conflicts?

The Tamil people are demanding none other
than their inalienable rights. Therefore, political

justice is on their side. What are we demanding?
What are we struggling for?

We aspire to live peacefully with freedom and
dignity, without the interference of anyone, in
our own soil; in our Motherland where we are
born and bred; in our own historical homeland
which belongs to us. We too, are human beings.
We constitute ourselves as a human society
possessing the basic rights of human beings. We
are a national formation with a distinct
language, culture and history. We, therefore,
demand that we should be recognised as a
community of people, as a social formation with
distinct characteristics. We have the right to
determine our political status. On the basis of
that right, we aspire to choose freely a political
model suited to us to govern ourselves.

This is what our people are demanding and
fighting for. The Sinhala nation has been denying
this just and civilised demand. It is precisely for
this reason that the Sinhala state has been
oppressing and suppressing our people.
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Successive Sri Lanka Governments have neither
integrated nor assimilated our people within the
unitary system nor allowed our people the right
to secede. Instead, they have always attempted
to repress and subjugate our people. It is for this
reason we have been compelled to fight a
political struggle for the last fifty years. Though
the forms of our struggle have changed in
accordance with the historical compulsions, we
continue to fight for political rights, for our right
to live in freedom. Now the Tamil struggle has
expanded and escalated into a war between two
nations.

It is none other than the anti-Tamil attitude of
Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism that has turned Sri
Lanka into a blazing cauldron of violence. The
Tamil national question arose as historical
product of this racist oppression.

The world has changed with the passage of time.
Similarly the politics of the world also has
changed. But the politics of the Sinhala nation
has not changed. It is unfortunate that the
Sinhala politicians have not realised this fact.
Fantasies that arose from ancient mythology
have grown and developed into hegemonic
ideas which exert tremendous impact on the
Sinhala political and intellectual world.

As a consequence the Sinhala nation lacks the
ability to comprehend objectively the very basis
as well as the rationale behind the Tamil issue
and to deal with the problem humanly. Over the
years our people have been shedding tears of
blood under the oppressive grip of Sinhala
chauvinism. We are deeply saddened by the fact
that their long standing suffering has not yet
touched the conscience of the world
community. Apart from this apathetic attitude
shown by the international community towards
the problems of our people, the massive
financial and military assistance provided to Sri
Lanka by foreign countries has also exacerbated
their tragic plight. The assistance provided by
foreign countries has also encouraged the rigid,
irreconcilable and bellicose attitude of the
Sinhala chauvinists.
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The world community has always fought for the
cause of the oppressed and it has always raised
its voice of protest or intervened whenever
there have been incidents of human rights
violations, crimes against humanity or
repression of minority nations in any part of the
world. But we are dismayed to note that the
international community is observing a muted
silence over the colossal tragedy faced by the
Eelam Tamils. Encouraged by the economic aid,
military  assistance, political, moral and
diplomatic backing gained from international
countries, Sinhala chauvinists have been
adopting a genocidal policy against the Tamils
with single-minded ruthlessness and arrogance.

We are aware of the fact that the international
community is misguided by the sophisticated
misinformation campaign carried out by Sri
Lanka. It is unfortunate that the world
community has uncritically assimilated the
preposterous theories advanced by the Sri
Lankan state (i.e. war for peace) to legitimise its
military campaign against the Tamils.

Nevertheless, facts about the plight of the
Tamils have also found their way to the
international arena. Atrocities and injustices
committed against the Tamil people for the last
several decades have been well documented
and submitted to international forums.
International human rights organisations have
expressed serious concern that the state
oppression against the Tamil has reached
genocidal proportions.

It is well known internationally that more than
sixty thousand innocent Tamil civilians have
been brutally done to death over the years by
the terror and violence unleashed by the racist
state in the Tamil homeland. Further more,
more than eight hundred thousand Tamils, who
fled the country and sought refuge all over the
world, bear testimony as living witness to the
barbaric nature of the Sinhala state oppression.
The world is aware of all these facts. Yet, we are
surprised and deeply saddened to note that this
monumental human tragedy has not yet
aroused the concern of world community.
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We are well aware that in the present world
order every country pursues its own national
and commercial interests. Yet, the civilised
world has always given primacy to the universal
values of human rights and freedoms. What
dismays us is that the countries which lead the
civilised world are reluctant to raise their voices
against the uncivilized forms of oppression
unleashed against the Tamils. Nevertheless, we
have not lost hope.

One day the truths that are buried deeply in
the mass graves of Tamil Eelam will emerge from
slumber and reveal the true face of Sinhala
chauvinism. Only then the tragic story of our
people will touch the heart of the world. Until
such time, Eelam Tamils living all over the world
should continue their campaign relentlessly
about the tragic existential conditions of our
people in the Tamil homeland with the objective
of arousing the conscience of humanity.

So far, not a single voice of rationality is heard
from the Sinhala nation against the war. None so
far has made a plea to put an end to the war and
resolve the problem by peaceful means. From
politicians to the monks, from intellectuals to
the journalists, every one calls for the
intensification of the war. The Sinhala nation
wants to continue the war to subjugate the
Tamil nation.

Sri Lanka is a Buddhist country, a nation that
follows the teachings of the Compassionate One
who preached the noble ideals of love, truth and
enlightenment. We are surprised as to how the
evil of racism and militarism has raised its ugly
head in a Buddhist society that thrived on the
philosophy of "dharma".

Today the war has expanded and escalated into
a full-fledged conflagration in which armed
forces of the two nations are confronting each
other. The Sinhala nation is engaged in war of
aggression to occupy Tamils land and to
subjugate the Tamil people. We are fighting to
protect our people and liberate our soil from
alien aggression. The Sinhala nation is engaged
in a war of injustice where as we are engaged in
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a liberation struggle in which justice is on our
side.

Chandrika's government, which has reached the
peak in oppressing the Tamils is determined to
escalate and continue the war. Her government
is bent on prosecuting the war through the
military campaign have demoralised the army,
brought massive destruction of life and property
and shattered the economy of the country.
Chandrika's military project has crumbled and
failed to achieve any of its strategic objectives.

The fundamental objective of the war is to
defeat and destroy the Liberation Tigers. But the
LTTE has not been defeated but rather has
grown immensely in strength acquiring wider
experience in the art of modern warfare and
turned out to be an invincible force. The Vanni
battles caused a serious of debacles and massive
casualties to the Sinhala armed forces. The
'Jayasikuru battles, which was undertaken with
the grand design to open the road to Jaffna, has
prolonged for more than a year and half and
reached an impasse with the fall of Killinochchi.

Chandrika's political project of establishing
Sinhala state administration in the occupied
Jaffna peninsula with the help of the Tamil
quislings is also being shattered . We cannot
allow the Sinhala aggressive army to occupy
even an inch of our homeland nor will we permit
Sinhala state administrative functions in the
occupied Tamil lands. We are shedding blood
and fighting a deadly struggle with the primary
objective of liberating our motherland which is
the very foundation of the national existence
and economic life of our people. Therefore, we
cannot permit the foot print of the Sinhala
aggressors to remain embedded on our sacred
soil.

We do not believe that Chandrika, who has
become the author of the most blood strained
chapter in the history of oppression of the
Tamils, will bring peace to the country by
resolving the Tamil national issue by peaceful
means. She is a firm believer in a military
solution and lives in an illusion that political
conflicts can be solved by military means. She is
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also a prisoner of the Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinistic ideology. One cannot therefore
expect a leadership dominated by such thinking
to be humane and compassionate enough to do

justice to the Tamils.

We have not closed the doors for peace. We
are open to the civilized method of resolving
conflicts through rational dialogue. Since the
Sinhala leadership lacks the political will and
sincerity to resolve the problem, we favour third
party mediation for political negotiations. But
we are not prepared to accept any pre-
conditions for political dialogue. We want the
political negotiations to be held in an
atmosphere of peace and normalcy, free from
the conditions of war, military aggression and
economic blockades.

We are not stipulating any pre-conditions for
peace talks. We are suggesting the creation of a
climate of peace and goodwill to hold peace
talks, a congenial environment in which our
people must be free from the heavy burden of
suffering imposed on them. We hold the view
that political negotiations cannot be free, fair
and just if the Government utilises the military
aggression on our soil and the restrictions
imposed on the economic life of our people as
political pressures. We are prepared to engage
in initial talks to discuss the removal of such
pressures and to work out a basic frame work for
political negotiations.

Our people are facing unbearable suffering in
the form of death, destruction, displacement,
hunger and starvation. They live as prisoners in
their own homeland, facing daily, various forms
of military atrocities. Our people want their day-
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to-day urgent problems resolved immediately.
They cannot wait over an indefinite time until
the peace talks resume and the ethnic conflict is
discussed, resolved and the solution
implemented. They want the war to come to an
end and the occupation army that torments
them to withdraw and their urgent existential
problems addressed immediately.

Is Chandrika's Government prepared to take a
bold step to deal with the immediate essential
problems of our people and resume political
negotiations in a congenial climate of peace and
goodwill. The people want their day-to-day
urgent problems resolved immediately. They
cannot wait over an indefinite time until the
peace talks resume and the ethnic conflict is
discussed, resolved and the solution
implemented. They want the war to come to an
end and the occupation army that torments
them to withdraw and their urgent existential
problems addressed immediately.

Is Chandrika's Government prepared to take a
bold step to deal with the immediate essential
problems of our people and resume political
negotiations in a congenial climate of peace and
goodwill. If not, the possibility for peace and a
peaceful negotiated political settlement to the
ethnic conflict will become remote.

We do not anticipate that the hawkish and racist
attitude of Sinhala chauvinism will undergo
fundamental transformation. If such change
does not take place Sinhala chauvinism will bear
the responsibility for creating the concrete
historical conditions for the birth of independent
Tamil state".
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“Though the LTTE stands today as a formidable force... with the
military capability to liberate our homeland, we have not

abandoned the path of peace. We want to resolve the Tamil

conflict through peaceful means; through civilised methods

without recourse to bloodbath and destruction of life...

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,
"Today is Maha Veerar Naal...

...0ur current military successes have surprised
and astounded the world. This is a unique
historical achievement in the art of
contemporary warfare. The dimensions of this
military victory have not only amazed our enemy
but also astonished several international
countries that have been actively helping Sri
Lanka’s war effort by providing training, arms
and funds.

The vast tracts of fertile lands of Vanni, which
were invaded and occupied by the Sinhala
armed forces after years and months of massive
military campaigns, after sacrificing thousands
of lives, have been liberated by our fighters at a
rapid pace within a short span of time. A colossal
military structure with its multiple military
complexes, well-fortified bases and camps
suddenly collapsed with the onslaught of the
Tiger offensive. We have liberated almost all the
ancient strategic towns in the Vanni region. | am
happy that we have redeemed a sector of Manal
Aru, which is the heartland of Vanni where the
state’s army massacred the indigenous Tamils
and created Sinhala settlements.

Our massive offensive campaign in Vanni code-
named ‘Unceasing Waves 3’ has effectively
demonstrated to the world the extra-ordinary
growth and development of the Tiger fighting
forces in the art of modern warfare. The speed
of our strikes, the ability of rapid deployment,
the unified command, the high discipline, the
spectacular  offensive  tactics and the
tremendous courage displayed by our fighting

formations have astounded the world military
experts.

This war is being waged for liberation of our
land. Tamil Eelam is our homeland, a land which
belongs to us historically, a land on which we
were born and bred, a land of our sustenance
and resources, a land that forms the very
foundation of our national identity. Our enemy
claims that this land belongs to him.

For more than fifty years - ever since the Sinhala
chauvinists assumed political power in the
island- the lands of the Tamils have been
systematically usurped. Our land has been
subjected to tyranny and oppression. On one
side, there have been devious schemes by which
our lands have been forcefully annexed and
given to Sinhala colonizers. On the other hand
,our lands have been militarily occupied and
their resources destroyed and the people who
lived on those lands have been reduced to the
state of destitution. It is against this injustice we
have been fighting. Therefore our liberation war
is essentially a war to liberate our lands and to
establish our sovereignty: our right to rule in our
homeland.

Our people have now understood the aim and
objective of this liberation war. Our people, who
have lost their lands and the livelihood that
derived from the lands and have become
destitute, realise the value and significance of
their own lands. They also realize the necessity
of chasing away the alien forces that have
invaded and occupied our territories. It is
because of this realization wide sections of the
popular Tamil masses are supporting and
participating in this war of liberating our
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homeland. Our liberation war has now
expanded and developed into a higher stage as
the people’s war of liberation.

In my annual speeches on the Martyrs’ Day, |
have always emphasized the importance of
peace and peaceful ways of seeking a negotiated
political settlement. At the same time, | have
also pointed out the fact that Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinism was not prepared to resolve the
ethnic conflict through peaceful means.

The two major Sinhala political parties, who
have assumed political power alternatively in
the Sri Lankan political system, are essentially
chauvinistic organizations. Both these political
parties have bred and flourished in the anti-
Tamil Sinhala Buddhist racist ideology. For the
last half a century these parties competed with
each other in intensifying the oppression against
the Tamil people. In this diabolical history of
racist oppression, it is Chandrika’s regime which
has inflicted the worst form of tyrannical
oppression.

The five-year rule of Chandrika has been a curse
on the Tamil people. The monumental tragedy
that our people encountered in the form of war,
violence, death, destruction, displacement,
hunger and starvation was the worst form of
tyranny ever suffered by the Tamils. Chandrika’s
oppressive rule marks an epoch consisting of
blood-stained pages of our history. Her
tyrannical rule left a permanent scar on the soul
of the Tamil nation.

While  masterminding an  authoritarian
tyrannical rule against the Tamils internally,
Chandrika Kumaratunga portrayed herself
Belligerent Face of Sinhala  Buddhist
Fundamentalism internationally as a goddess of
democracy committed to peace. Having
implemented a notorious military programmed
aimed at the total invasion of the Tamil
homeland she interpreted her project as a war
effort for peace. The entire international
community believed her and supported her
military project. In this deceptive disinformation
campaign to cheat the world, treacherous Tamil
elements played a crucial role.
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We do not trust Chandrika. She does not have
the honesty and determination to resolve the
Tamil national conflict in a fair and reasonable
We perceive her as a modern
representative  of a neo-Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinism. It is for this reason we refused to
engage in a direct dialogue with her. Yet, we did
not close the doors for peace. | made an
announcement last year in my Martyrs’ Day
message that we were prepared for peace talks
with the assistance of international third-party
mediation.

manner.

Though we called for third party mediation we
have emphasised the necessity of creating
certain objective conditions conducive for peace
talks. We explained very clearly that these
objective conditions entail a situation of
normalcy free from military aggression,
occupation and economic strangulation of the
Tamil nation.

Chandrika’s government refused to accept our
proposal for creating a congenial peaceful
atmosphere for peace talks. Chandrika was not
prepared to bring an end to the war, to stop the
military aggression of our land and to lift the
economic blockades. The government wanted
to use the military campaigns and the economic
embargoes as political pressures on the Tamils.

The concept of the ‘war for peace’ as enunciated
by Chandrika’s government signified a military
solution. This grand military project aimed at a
total invasion of the Tamil homeland and
envisages the defeat of the Tamil Tiger
movement and finally the eventual subjugation
of the Tamil nation. Chandrika worked tirelessly
for the last five years to implement her military
scheme. Though the project brought about
severe setbacks and debacles to the armed
forces, she was determined not to abandon her
military programme. Therefore, she did not
reflect seriously about peace nor has she taken
any constructive steps towards peace talks.

Chandrika conveyed to us a message through
third party source that she was prepared to hold
secret talks with certain conditions while
continuing the war effort. We rejected her
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proposal. It is absurd and practically impossible
to hold peace talks on one side while engaging in
a bloody war on the other side. It is an extremely
difficult task to involve in a friendly dialogue
with the enemy while our people are subjected
to death, destruction and suffering.
Furthermore, we do not want to engage in a
negotiating process with conditions and time
frames. Chandrika did not sincerely extend her
hand of friendship. She wanted to lay a trap
under the cover of peace talks. But we were not
prepared to fall into that peace trap.

Velupillai Pirabaharan with his Commanders
Swept by the ‘Unceasing Waves’ of the
Liberation Tigers, Chandrika’s military project
crumbled as a house of sand built on the
seashore. The spectacular victories that we
gained in this current offensive campaign have
turned the balance of military power in our
favour. The massive effort made by Chandrika
over the last five years to weaken the LTTE and
to achieve military hegemony was shattered by
us in the matter of a few days.

Though we stand today as a formidable force
strengthened by manpower, firepower, moral
power, and people’s power and have the
military capability to liberate our homeland, we
have not abandoned the path of peace. We want
to resolve the Tamil conflict through peaceful
means, through civilized methods, without
recourse to a bloodbath and the destruction of
life.

We wish to re-iterate that peace talks should be
held in a cordial peaceful atmosphere of mutual
trust and goodwill with the assistance of
international third-party mediation. By peaceful
atmosphere we mean a condition of normalcy
characterized by cessation of hostilities,
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withdrawal of troops occupying Tamil lands and
the absence of economic blockades.

We cannot allow the Sinhala State to use the
conditions of war, military aggression of our
lands, and economic blockades as tactics of
pressure against the Tamils. We wish to engage
in peace talks as equals with mutual
understanding in a cordial environment without
external coercion and constraints.

We are keeping the doors of peace open and are
sending signals of peace and goodwill to the
Sinhala nation. But we are aware that Sinhala
political leadership will not agree to create a
peaceful environment as we suggest. We are
also aware that Sinhala chauvinistic leadership
will not easily abandon their longstanding policy
of military violence and repression against the
Tamils. Therefore, we do not live in fantasy
hoping to resolve our national conflict by
engaging in a rational dialogue with Sinhala
political leadership.

The anti-Tamil Sinhala racist political system -
which totally disregards human rights and
liberties - offers no alternatives to the Tamils
other than to fight, secede and establish an
independent Tamil state. It is along this
secessionist path that the Sinhala nation is
driving the Tamil nation.

Years ago our people made a decision that an
independent state of Tamil Eelam is the only and
the final solution to our national conflict. For the
last several years, our freedom movement has
been fighting a bloody liberation struggle
carrying the cross of our people’s aspirations for
freedom. Today we have reached a turning point
in this long historical journey towards
emancipation”.

Compiled by www.namathumalayaga.com



LoTRTT IS 68T 260 I GiT

127

"...The Tamil Eelam war is the liberation

struggle of the oppressed Tamil people. The

Sinhala ruling elites are refusing to accept this
stark political reality. This denial of truth, this
refusal to face reality is the stumbling block to

finding a political resolution to the conflict

through peaceful means. We do not believe that

Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism, which is growing

fast and proliferating at all levels of the Sinhala

social structure, will embrace the Tamil people

with compassion. If the Sinhala nation fails to

redeem itself from the grip of racism and continues

its repression against the Tamils, we have no

alternative other than to secede and form an

independent Tamil State....We were compelled to
delay our advance into Jaffna as a consequence of
unilateral intervention by international

governments who injected massive military

assistance to the Sri Lankan military forces at a
crucial time in the battle of Jaffna. The entire
world rushed to help Sri Lanka.... claiming that the

lives of thirty thousand troops were in danger. It

was the same world which closed its eyes and

observed a studied silence when Jaffna was

invaded militarily by the Sri Lankan army and as a
consequence a monumental tragedy occurred when
half a million Tamils were uprooted and displaced.

..My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

"Our liberation organisation is prepared to
participate in negotiations to find a political
solution to the ethnic conflict through peaceful
means. We are not opposed to peaceful
processes of resolving conflicts. Nor are we
reluctant to engage in peaceful dialogue.

We are seeking a negotiated settlement that
would be fair, just, and equitable and that it
would satisfy the political aspirations of the
Tamil people.
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Sinhala Buddhist Priests demonstrate against
so called 'devolution' proposals in August 2000

S.J.V.Chelvanayagaam"Throughout the ages
the Sinhalese and Tamils in the country lived as
distinct sovereign people till they were
brought under foreign domination. It should
be remembered that the Tamils were in the
vanguard of the struggle for independence in
the full confidence that they also will regain
their freedom. We have for the last 25 years
made every effort to secure our political rights
on the basis of equality with the Sinhalese in a
united Ceylon. It is a regrettable fact that
successive Sinhalese governments have used
the power that flows from independence to
deny us our fundamental rights and reduce us
to the position of a subject people. These
governments have been able to do so only by
using against the Tamils the sovereignty
common to the Sinhalese and the Tamils. |
wish to announce to my people and to the
country that | consider the verdict at this
election as a mandate that the Tamil Eelam
nation should exercise the sovereignty already
vested in the Tamil people and become free."
Gandhian Tamil leader S.J.V.Chelvanayagam,
1975

"..(The) perceived solution of self-
determination has evolved and taken shape by
the compulsions of more than three decades
of political struggles of the Tamil people and
their political leaders which ended in the
ignominious failure to arrive at any just
solution by the process of negotiation between
the two parties. There lay in ruins the scrap-
heap of broken pacts and dishonored
agreements as to proposals for Regional
Councils, District Councils, Provincial Councils,
Provincial/Regional Councils,
District/Provincial Councils - all tentative
concepts and toothless bodies with no genuine
devolved powers of decentralization..." (Satchi
Ponnamblam in Tamils Right to Self
Determination, July 1991)

"One of the essential elements that must be
kept in mind in understanding the Sri Lankan
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ethnic conflict is that, since 1958 at least, every
time Tamil politicians negotiated some sort of
power-sharing deal with a Sinhalese
government - regardless of which party was in
power - the opposition Sinhalese party always
claimed that the party in power had negotiated
away too much. In almost every case -
sometimes within days - the party in power
backed down on the agreement." - (Professor
Marshall Singer, at US Congress Committee on
International Relations Subcommittee on Asia
and the Pacific Hearing on Sri Lanka November
14,1995)

“Whilst Sri Lanka talks peace it continues with
its military efforts. If we look at the past we can
see why. Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism has
been institutionalized in Sri Lanka and today it
has become more powerful than the politicians
themselves. Indeed, even if some Sinhala
politicians seek to settle the conflict, Sinhala
Buddhist chauvinism will seek to prevent such
a settlement. This is the political reality that
those who are aware of the Sri Lankan
situation are well aware of. This Sinhala
chauvinism which was nurtured by Sinhala
politicians for their electoral advantage, has
grown into a Frankenstein monster which now
has the power to destroy and make politicians.
This we understand very well.” (Sathasivam
Krishnakumar, Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, in an interview with Melbourne
Community Radio CR3, September, 1991)

| explained this position very clearly when |
met the Norwegian peace delegates in Wanni
recently. The Government of Norway has
suggested positive proposals as confidence
building goodwill measures to be mutually
reciprocated by the parties in conflict that
would facilitate the process of de-escalation
leading to cessation of hostilities. The LTTE is
seriously considering the proposals. If the
government takes the initiative we will
respond positively.

We are not imposing any pre-conditions for
peace talks. Yet we insist on the creation of a
cordial atmosphere and conditions of
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normalcy conducive for peace negotiations. It
is practically difficult for both the parties who
have been involved in a savage and bloody war
for the last two decades with mutual animosity
and distrust to suddenly enter into a peace
process, while continuing hostilities. It is
precisely for this reason we propose a process
of de-escalation of war leading to cessation of
armed hostilities and the creation of a
peaceful, cordial environment.

Our call for de-escalation and normalisation of
civilian life should not be misinterpreted as
pre-conditions. We want the talks to proceed
from a stable foundation in a cordial
atmosphere of mutual trust so that it could
turn out to be a constructive engagement...

Chandrika's term of office is to continue for the
next six years. Whether it is going to be a
turbulent period characterized by war and
violence or whether peace will prevail during
this period depends entirely on the policies to
be adopted by Chandrika.

This Government has assumed power with
the support of the chauvinistic forces. It has
achieved victory by indulging in wide-scale
violence and massive electoral malpractices.
Those who hold important positions in the
power structure of this Government are hard-
liner ultra-nationalists.

A treacherous Tamil group who made a
mockery of democracy by its electoral violence
and fraudulence is also supporting this
Government. We have our doubts as to
whether this Government, which pathetically
depends on Sinhala racists and Tamil traitors
for its sustenance, will be able to make any
bold decisions to resolve the Tamil national
question.

This Government does not have any coherent
policy or a determined approach towards the
issues of war and peace and towards the
resolution of the ethnic conflict. It constantly
makes contradictory statements.
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Since this government is constituted by
different personalities with different views we
hear different voices which are confusing. We
hear different voices from the President, the
Prime Minister and the Army commander; one
calling for peace talks with the Tamil Tigers, the
other vowing to destroy them and yet another
calling for surrender. This government has
several tongues each addressing a different
audience.

Chandrika and Kadirgamar present an
amicable picture to the international
community while the Prime Minister and Army
Commander placate the local chauvinistic
forces.

The Western Governments want peace and a
negotiated settlement through peaceful
means. They insist that the Tamil conflict
cannot be resolved by war. It is precisely for
this reason that Chandrika has been making
subtle propaganda statements to placate the
western nations using the categories of peace,
negotiations, devolution and constitutional
reforms.

As far as the LTTE and the Tamil people are
concerned we do not believe that Chandrika is
sincerely committed to peace. We view her as
a hard-liner committed to a military solution.

The LTTE and the Tamil people are compelled
to take this position because of Chandrika's
political history for over the last six years and
her policy of subjecting our people to military
atrocities and economic injustices and her
recent measures mobilizing the country for
war.

The colossal sums allocated for military
spending, the procurement of massive scale
military hardware, the continuous recruitment
for the armed forces and the witch-hunting of
the army deserters clearly demonstrate the
fact that Chandrika is a militaristic hard-liner
committed to strengthening the military
machine for war.
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Chandrika's inconsistency and confused
approach to the Tamil ethnic conflict can be
best discerned if one analyses her policy
statement on the 9th of this month at the
opening of the first session of Parliament.

Tracing the history of the ethnic conflict,
Chandrika agrees that injustice has been done
to the Tamils for the last 50 years. Without
making direct reference to the Tamils she used
the general category 'minority communities'.

To quote her in this context:

"The real cause of the ethnic crisis is the
minority communities have not had a fair or
reasonable opportunity to share in the
political, social and economic power structure
of this country".

The strange aspect of this exposition is that
Chandrika fails to answer the questions as to
why, how and who did this injustice to the
Tamils. She shifts the entire blame onto foreign
colonialism for all injustices done to the Tamil
people.

Chandrika's thesis is that the existing Sri
Lankan state system emanated from
essentially colonial power structure "that does
not suit in anyway the prevailing conditions in
our society" and therefore failed to provide
justice and fair play to the 'minority
communities'.

In this elucidation, the cruel history of Sinhala-
Buddhist chauvinistic oppression against the
Tamil people is skillfully suppressed. The role
of Chandrika's parents in this history of
oppression is also covered up. This attempt to
link the racist oppression against the Tamils to
constitutional systems and shift the entire
blame to foreign colonialism is incredible and
preposterous.

It is a historical fact that the Tamils lost their
sovereignty over their homeland as a
consequence of foreign colonial penetration.

But a calculated systematic oppression against
the Tamil nation began soon after the island of
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Sri Lanka gained independence from British
colonialism. Sinhala-Buddhist racism was the
main perpetrator of this oppression. The
Sinhala-Buddhist racist ideology, with its roots
buried in Sri Lankan Buddhism, has perversely
spread throughout the Sinhala social
formation and penetrated deep into the
Sinhala political system.

The constitutions that were made by Sinhala
politicians are nothing but institutional forms
of this ideology. Therefore, the culprit behind
the tyrannical oppression of the Tamils is
Sinhala Buddhist racism not the British colonial
thought system as Chandrika assumes.

The political struggles launched by the Tamils
against the Sinhala racist oppression in the
early stages took the form of non-violent
agitation which later transformed into an
armed resistance campaign and finally
assumed the dimension of an all -out war.

For more than twenty years a state of war has
existed between the Tamil Tigers, the
liberation army of the Tamils and the Sinhala
State.

As a nation entitled to the right to self-
determination our people reserve the right to
defend themselves by armed struggle against
State oppression of genocidal proportions.

Therefore, the Tamil Eelam war is conducted
within ~ the norms of International
Humanitarian Law pertaining to armed
conflict.

But the Sri Lanka government has been
deliberately distorting the nature of this war
and its evolutionary historical background and
debasing it as a phenomenon of 'terrorism’.

Commenting on the armed conflict in her
recent policy statement Chandrika described
the war as a 'consequence of the ethnic
conflict'. In the same statement she also
categorises the war as a form of 'armed
terrorism'.
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It is the same tongue that defines the war as a
manifestation of ethnic conflict and also as
‘armed terrorism'. It is the same Chandrika
who proclaims that ethnic conflict will be
resolved by peaceful means and also calls upon
the Sinhala people to unite to annihilate
terrorism by war.

It is in the realm of war that Chandrika
government makes the most confusing
statements distorting the reality of the Tamil
armed struggle against State oppression as a
form of 'terrorism' thereby totally
misrepresenting the ethnic conflict to the
Sinhala people and the world. Tamil Eelam war
is the liberation struggle of the oppressed
Tamil people. The Sinhala ruling elites are
refusing to accept this stark political reality.
This denial of truth, this refusal to face reality
is the stumbling block to finding a political
resolution to the conflict through peaceful
means.

Political negotiations are not unfamiliar to the
Tamil people. Our liberation movement as well
as the Tamil leadership before us had
negotiations with the Sinhalese on several
occasions.

From the time of the Banda-Chelva Pact there
has been peace talks over the last several
decades under different historical
conjunctures, under different compulsions.
But all these talks have failed to resolve the
Tamil problem. Instead the conflict has
become more complex and finally transformed
into an all-out war.

The main reason for this unfortunate situation
is the refusal of the Sinhala nation to recognise
the fundamentals of the Tamil conflict as well
as the political aspirations of the Tamils. If a
permanent political solution is to be achieved
by peaceful means, the Sinhala nation has to
accept certain basic truths about the Tamil
people and understand their basic aspirations.

The Tamils of Eelam have a unique ethnic
identity. They are a community of people
constituted as a national formation
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experiencing a national consciousness of their
own. They have their own lands; a historically
constituted territory which is their homeland.

Our people desire only want thing. They want
to live happily in peace in their own lands
without being dominated or harassed by
others. The deepest aspiration of our people is
to live in dignity in a political environment
where they could rule themselves. The
Sinhalese should try to understand the Tamil
aspirations. It is on the basis of this
understanding that a just and permanent
solution could be built up.

We have our doubts as to whether Chandrika's
government will do justice to the Tamils on the
basis of understanding the fundamentals of
the Tamil question.

The outbreak of racist barbarism against the
Tamils in the south, the hegemonic role of the
chauvinistic elements in the power structure of
the State, the continuous militarisation of the
Sinhala society, the anti-Tamil attitude of the
Maha Sangha, the Government's commitment
to the military option; all these factors cast
doubt as to whether the Tamil national
question could be resolved by peaceful means.

Furthermore, certain irrational measures
adopted by Chandrika's government also make
the resolution of the Tamil question difficult. In
a similar manner, the earlier Indian
government made a historical blunder by
crowning Perumal as Chief Minister, Chandrika
has also elevated a Tamil quisling group to a
high  position in the Northeastern
administration. By such ridiculous actions, this
government has not only earned the hostility
of the Tamil people but also complicated the
ethnic conflict.

The international community is becoming
more concerned about the Tamil national
conflict and wants the problem to be solved by
peaceful means. It is encouraging to note that
the conscience of the world has turned
towards our plight.
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We are impressing upon the world that we are
not an anyway opposed to peace talks or a
negotiated political settlement through
peaceful means. The world community has
begun to understand the fundamental
demands of the Tamils and our position that a
cordial environment conducive for peace talks
is a pre-requisite. They also understand the
forces behind the oppression of the Tamils.

It is because of the massive financial aid
obtained from donor countries that Sri Lanka
can continue this war against the Tamils.
Having unleashed a destructive war against the
Tamils and having slaughtered a large number
of our people, this government has been
misleading the international community by
claiming that it is engaged in a 'war for peace'.

But the world has now begun to realise the
ulterior motives behind the war and the Tamil
Tigers cannot be vanquished in armed combat
and that the Tamil ethnic conflict cannot be
resolved by war.

Therefore, if Sri Lanka is to be directed towards
the path of peace, the reins are in the hands of
the international governments who feed the
economic needs of the country.

We do not believe that Sinhala-Buddhist
chauvinism, which is growing fast and
proliferating at all levels of the Sinhala social
structure, will embrace the Tamil people with
compassion.

If the Sinhala nation fails to redeem itself from
the grip of racism and continues its repression
against the Tamils, we have no alternative
other than to secede and form an independent
Tamil State.
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...We were compelled to delay his advance into
Jaffna as a consequence of unilateral
intervention by international governments
who injected massive military assistance to the
Sri Lankan military forces at a crucial time in
the battle of Jaffna.

The entire world rushed to help Sri Lanka with
emergency military assistance when Chandrika
raised the alarm of an impending military
disaster claiming that the lives of thirty
thousand troops were in danger.

It was the same world which closed its eyes
and observed a studied silence when Jaffna
was invaded militarily by the Sri Lankan army
and as a consequence a monumental tragedy
occurred when half a million Tamils were
uprooted and displaced.

...Jaffna does not belong to the Sinhala nation.
Jaffna belongs to the people of Jaffna.
Sovereignty is not a divine right of a State.
Sovereignty derives from the people; it is an
inalienable right of a people. It is the people of
Jaffna who has sovereign right over the Jaffna
peninsula.

The Sinhala nation cannot impose its
sovereignty over the historically constituted
lands of the Tamils by military aggression and
occupation. As the liberation army of our
people we will not allow our traditional lands
to be occupied by alien forces. Whatever the
challenges we have to face, regardless of the
obstacles we must overcome whichever force
opposes us, our liberation movement is
determined to liberate Jaffna..."

We are constantly knocking on the doors of peace

but the Kumaratunga government has refused to

open the doors. Following the meeting with the

Norwegian peace envoys in Vanni in November
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last year, we declared a unilateral cease-fire for

four months to help to facilitate the peace process.

The Sri Lanka government responded by ridiculing

and rejecting our peace initiative and launched

provocative military assaults on our positions.

Finally, the government undertook a major

offensive operation within hours of the termination

of our cease-fire. Our fierce counter-attack

repulsed the army's operation and made the

government realise the fact that the LTTE is strong

and invincible.

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

....The Tamil national question, which has
assumed the character of a civil war, is
essentially a political issue. We still hold a firm
belief that this issue can be resolved by
peaceful means. If there is genuine will and
determination on the part of the Sinhalese
leadership there is a possibility for peace and
settlement. Though fifty-three years have
passed since the independence of this island,
the Sinhalese political leadership is still buried
in the swamp of racist ideology. That is why
they have not developed the wisdom and
understanding to deal with the Tamil question
objectively and realistically. The belief that the
Tamil ethnic conflict could be resolved by
repressive military means still predominates
the Sinhala political system.

It is precisely for this reason that none of the
major Sinhala political parties have any
concrete projects or frameworks for the
permanent resolution of the conflict. The
international community is fully aware of this
fact. These world governments, while insisting
that the ethnic conflict should be resolved by
peaceful means, have always supported Sri
Lanka's political and military efforts to weaken
the political struggle of the Tamils. This
strange, ambiguous attitude of the world
governments has also contributed to the
prolongation of the conflict.

We are constantly knocking on the doors of
peace but the Kumaratunga government has
refused to open the doors. Following the
meeting with the Norwegian peace envoys in
Vanni in November last year, we declared a
unilateral cease-fire for four months to help to
facilitate the peace process. The Sri Lanka
government responded by ridiculing and
rejecting our peace initiative and launched
provocative military assaults on our positions.
Finally, the government undertook a major
offensive operation within hours of the
termination of our cease-fire. Our fierce
counter-attack repulsed the army's operation
and made the government realise the fact that
the LTTE is strong and invincible.

Though we are strong with considerable
manpower and firepower we abstained from
launching any major land based offensive
operations this year to facilitate the peace
process. We co-operated with Norway's peace
efforts. It was under these circumstances that
Kumaratunga's government downgraded and
marginalised the accredited Norwegian peace
envoy, Mr Erik Solheim, accusing him of being
biased towards the LTTE. We registered a
strong protest against this action. Following
this incident the Norwegian peace effort
reached a stalemate. Chandrika Kumaratunga
is responsible for this issue.
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A parliamentary general election is taking
place in Sri Lankan at this critical historical
turning point. Since we advance our political
struggle as an extra-parliamentary liberation
organisation we do not attach any significance
to parliamentary elections. Yet the LTTE has
become the central theme in the current
election campaign in Tamil Eelam and in the
Sinhala south.

Having assumed itself as the most crucial and
cardinal issue in Sri Lankan politics, the Tamil
national conflict has effectively polarized the
political forces towards two contradictory
positions: between war and peace. The
elections have become a competitive arena
between the forces that seek peace and the
extremist forces that are opposed to peace.
The general public is given the responsibility of
choosing as to whether there will be peace in
the future or if the war will continue. The
Sinhala people should realise that there can be
no peace, ethnic harmony and economic
prosperity in the island as long as the Tamil
people are denied justice and their political
aspirations are not fulfilled.

We are not enemies of the Sinhala people, nor
is our struggle against them. It is because of the
oppressive policy of the racist Sinhala
politicians that contradictions arose between
the Sinhala and Tamil nations, resulting in a
war. We are fighting this war against a state
and its armed forces determined to subjugate
our people through the force of arms. We are
well aware that this war has not only affected
the Tamils but also affects the Sinhala people
deeply. Thousands of innocent Sinhala youth
have perished because of the repressive
policies of the war mongering ruling elites. We
are also aware that it is the Sinhala masses who
are bearing the economic burden of the war.
Therefore, we call upon the Sinhala people to
identify and renounce the racist forces
committed to militarism and war and to offer
justice to the Tamils in order to put an end to
this bloody war and to bring about permanent
peace.
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The Tamil people want to maintain their
national identity and to live in their own lands,
in their historically given homeland with peace
and dignity. They want to determine their own
political and economic life; they want to be on
their own. These are the basic political
aspirations of the Tamil people. It is neither
separatism nor terrorism. These demands do
not constitute a threat to the Sinhala people.
They do not in any way affect or undermine the
political liberties or the social, economic and
cultural life of the Sinhala people. The Tamil
people favour a political solution that would
enable them to live in their own lands with the
right to rule themselves. This is what the
Tamils mean when they emphasise that a
political solution should be based on the right
to self-determination.

Our organisation is prepared to negotiate with
the Sri Lanka government on a political
framework that would satisfy the basic
political aspirations of the Tamil people. But
for us to participate in political negotiations
freely as equal partners, as the authentic
political force with the status of legitimate
representatives of our people, the ban
imposed on our movement should be lifted.
This is the collective aspiration of the Tamil
people.

We want the peace talks to be held in cordial
situation of mutual trust and understanding.
For a long time we have been emphasising that
the peace talks should take place in a
conducive atmosphere of peace and normalcy
in the absence of war and economic
embargoes. We wish to reiterate the same
position now.

The use of violence in all modes of struggles to
attain specific political goals is defined as
terrorism by international governments. This
narrow definition has erased the distinctions
between genuine struggles for political
independence and terrorist violence. This
conception of terrorism has posed a challenge
to the moral foundation of armed struggles
waged by liberation movements for basic
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political rights and for the right to self-
determination. This development is
regrettable. As a consequence our liberation
organisation is also being discredited in the
international arena.

The world governments waging a war against
terror should, first of all, explore the root
causes of political violence. It is only through a
deep insight into the origins of political
violence that one can discern the differences
between authentic liberation struggles and
blind acts of terror.

In our view, there are two dimensions in
political violence. Firstly, there is the violence
of the oppressor. Secondly, there is the
violence of the oppressed. In most cases the
oppressor belongs to the ruling elites, yields
state authority and command the armed
forces. The oppressed are always the ruled, the
minority nationalities, the exploited and the
poor. The violence of the first category can be
designated as state violence. The second
category can be termed as the violence against
state violence. Since state violence is a form of
repressive violence of the oppressor, it is
unjust. The reactive violence of the oppressed
is just since it is undertaken with the motive of
obtaining justice. It is within the context of this
distinction that the violent modes of political
struggles of the oppressed find legitimacy.

Violent forms of struggles by people seeking
political rights emerge only as reactive
violence against state terror. This truth can be
discerned if one can objectively analyse the
historical origins of the world liberation
organisations. The Tamil Eelam liberation
struggle has similar historical origins. The state
oppression against the Tamil people originated
two decades before the birth of the Tamil
Tigers. Fuelled by racist passion, the state
repression gradually intensified over time and
assumed genocidal proportions.

All forms of peaceful non-violent agitations
undertaken by the Tamil people against
Sinhala state oppression were brutally
repressed by state terror. Since the non-
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violent political struggle became futile and
meaningless and at the same time the state
oppression intensified in the form of genocide
the Tamil people were left with no alternative
other than to confront the state violence with
violence. In other words, the Tamil people
were compelled to take arms to defend
themselves against genodical destruction. It
was under these objective historical conditions
the Liberation Tigers took birth and advanced
the armed struggle against state terror. With
the history of a sustained campaign extending
to a period of twenty years our armed
resistance has evolved and developed as the
political mode of struggle of the Tamil people.

We are a national liberation organisation. We
are fighting for the emancipation of our people
against racist tyranny, against military
occupation, against state terror. Our struggle
has a concrete, legitimate political objective.
Our struggle is based on the right to self-
determination, a principal endorsed by the
United Nations Charter. We are not terrorists.
We are not mentally demented as to commit
blind acts of violence impelled by racist and
religious fanaticism. We are fighting and
sacrificing our lives for the love of a noble
cause i.e. human freedom.

We are freedom fighters. The Sinhala state
terrorists, who have failed in their efforts to
crush our freedom movement for the last two
decades, branded our liberation struggle as
terrorism. Misguided by the false and
malicious propaganda of the Sri Lanka state
some of the world governments have included
our liberation movement in their list of
international terrorist organisations. This is
regrettable and disappointing. These decisions
have a negative impact. They have been made
in haste, without deep insight into the
historicity and legitimacy of our struggle for
self-determination. It sends a wrong message
to the Sinhala racist rulers. It will further
harden their hard-line, intransigent attitude. It
will encourage their policy of military
repression. On the whole, the actions of some
of the Western governments will seriously
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impede a political solution through peaceful
means and further complicate the ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka.

All the member countries of the United
Nations have joined the alliance in the war
against terrorism spearheaded by the Western
powers. Some of the repressive states with a
notorious history of racist oppression and
gross human rights violations have joined this
global alliance against terror. In this context we
wish to confine our remarks only to the Sri
Lanka state. This government, holding one of
the highest records of human rights violations
amounting to genocide, has now joined the
international alliance against terrorism. This is
a dangerous trend in the emerging new world
order. This new trend is also posing a threat to
the legitimate political struggles of the
oppressed humanity subjected to state terror.

We fully understand the anger, apprehensions,
and compulsions of the Western powers
engaged in a war against international
terrorism. We welcome the counter-terrorist
campaign of the international community to
identify and punish the real terrorists. In this
context it is crucial that the Western
democratic nations should provide a clear and
comprehensive definition of the concept of
terrorism that would distinguish between
freedom struggles based on the right to self-
determination and blind terrorist acts based
on fanaticism. The international community
cannot ignore the phenomenon of state terror
practiced internally by some repressive
regimes. The world should seek to identify
such terrorist states and penalise them.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam is a
people's movement. We are inextricably
integrated with the people into a unified single
force fighting collectively for the liberation of
our homeland. In a devious strategy to alienate
and marginalise our liberation organisation
from our people and to destroy us the
government of Chandrika Kumaratunga
proscribed us as a 'terrorist' organisation.
Following this decision, Chandrika's
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government, particularly its Foreign Minister
Mr Kadirgamar, launched a sustained
propaganda campaign in the international
arena portraying the LTTE and the Tamil
freedom struggle as a diabolical phenomenon
of terrorism. As a consequence the United
States, Britain and most recently Canada, have
included our liberation movement in their lists
of terrorist organisations.

These countries are fully aware that we are not
a terrorist organisation and that we are a
freedom movement functioning with the
overwhelming support of our people,
representing their political aspirations.
Furthermore, these countries have continued
to insist that the LTTE and the Sri Lanka
government should engage in peace talks to
resolve the ethnic conflict. This stand clearly
entails the fact that these countries do
recognise the Liberation Tigers as the political
representatives of the Tamil people. If so, why
did the governments brand us as a terrorist
organisation? We cannot understand the logic
as to how such action could facilitate the
peaceful resolution of the ethnic conflict.

We hold the position that unless the Sri Lanka
government lifts the ban on our organisation
and accepts us as the authentic, legitimate
representatives of the Tamil people we will not
participate in the peace negotiations. We are
firmly committed to this position. We have also
clearly stated our position to the Norwegian
government. There is a possibility of peace in
the island of Sri Lankan only when the LTTE is
de-proscribed. Under these circumstances,
proscribing the LTTE by Western governments
giving into diplomatic pressures from Sri Lanka
will not pave the way for the peaceful
negotiated settlement of the conflict. Rather,
it will further reinforce the collective demand
of our people to lift the ban on the LTTE for the
resumption of peace talks...."
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The Tamil people want to live in freedom and

dignity in their own lands, in their historically

constituted traditional lands without the

domination of external forces. They want to protect

their national identity pursing the development of

their language, culture and economy. They want to

live in their homeland under a system of self-rule.

This is the political aspiration of our people. This

constitutes the essential meaning of internal self-

determination.

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

"....0ur liberation struggle has reached a
new historical turning point and entered into a
new developmental stage. We are facing a new
challenge. We have ceased armed hostilities
and are now engaged in a peaceful negotiating
process to resolve the ethnic conflict. Our
sincere and dedicated commitment to the
peace process has falsified and demolished the
propaganda campaign carried out by Sinhala
chauvinists that we are enemies of peace.

Even on the issue of cease-fire, we took the
initiative. We declared a unilateral cease-fire
and called upon the government to
reciprocate. The new government, which
assumed power with a mandate for peace,
reciprocated positively to our declaration of
cease-fire. The mutually agreed cessation of
hostilities came into effect on 23 February
under the supervision of an international
monitoring team. This cease-fire has been in
force for the past nine months. There have
been several provocative attempts by certain
elements of the armed forces and anti-peace
racist forces to disrupt the peace process.
There were incidents in which several innocent
Tamils were killed. Nevertheless, we
maintained a rigid discipline and observed

peace. This is a clear demonstration of our
genuine commitment to the path of peace.

If a reasonable settlement to the Tamil
national question could be realised by peaceful
means we will make every endeavour, with
honesty and sincerity to pursue that path. Our
political objective is to ensure that our people
should live in freedom and dignity in their
homeland enjoying the right of self-rule. If this
political objective could be realised by peaceful
means, we are prepared to adopt that method.

We have never shown any disinclination to
win the political rights of our people through
peaceful means. We have participated in
peace negotiations at different places, at
different times in different historical
circumstances i.e in Thimpu, in Delhi, in
Colombo, in Jaffna and now in Thailand. All
previous attempts to a negotiated political
settlement ended in fiasco. These failures
could only be attributed to the hard-line
attitude and deceitful political approaches of
previous Sri Lanka governments.

Now, the government of Mr Ranil
Wickramasinghe is attempting to resolve the
problems of the Tamils with sincerity and
courage. Furthermore, the current cease-fire,
built on a strong foundation and the sincere
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efforts of the international monitoring mission
to further stabilise it, has helped to consolidate
the peace process. The capable and skilful
facilitation by the Norwegians has also
contributed to the steady progress of the
current peace talks. Above all, the concern,
interests and enthusiasm shown by the
international community has given hope and
encouragement to both parties. The ideal
approach is to move the talks forward,
systematically, step by step, standing on a
strong foundation of peace and building
mutual confidence.

As a consequence of the brutal war that
continued incessantly for more than two
decades, our people face enormous existential
problems. The social and political
infrastructures of the Tamil nation are in ruins.
The cities, towns and villages have been razed
to the ground. Houses, temples and schools
have been destroyed. An ancient civilization
that stood on our lands for centuries has been
uprooted. It is not possible for our people to
rebuild their ruined social and economic
structures. It is a monumental humanitarian
problem. We hope that the international
community  will view the problem
sympathetically. We are relieved to learn that
international governments have come forward
to assist the rehabilitation and reconstruction
of the war damaged Tamil nation.

Though there is peace in the Tamil
homeland, conditions of normalcy have not
been restored. Under the cover of ‘high
security zones’, the Sinhala armed forces are
occupying residential areas and social,
economic and cultural centres. Forty thousand
troops are occupying Jaffna peninsula, which is
a tiny geographical region with a dense
population. The military occupation is
suffocating the civilian masses and causing
tensions. Jaffna, which is the cultural heartland
of the Tamil people, has turned into an open
prison. The occupying forces are using the
civilians as their protective shields. As several
villages, houses and roads are entrapped by
occupation several thousands of internally
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displaced are unable to return to their
residences. Unless this problem is resolved
there is no possibility for normalcy and social
peace to be restored to Jaffna.

It has always been our position that the
urgent and immediate problems of our people
should be resolved during the early stages of
the peace talks. The former government of Sri
Lanka rejected our position. As a result the
peace talks broke down. There was a
misconception on the part of the former
regime that we were hesitant to take up the
fundamental political issues and insisted on
the resolution of the immediate problems. But
the present government has been taking
concrete actions redressing the urgent and
immediate problems of our people. This is a
positive development.

The objective of our struggle is based on the
concept of self-determination as articulated in
the UN Charter and other instruments. We
have always been consistent with our policy
with regard to our struggle for self-
determination. Tamil homeland, Tamil
nationality and Tamils’ right to self-
determination are the fundamentals
underlying our political struggle. We have been
insisting on these fundamentals from Thimpu
to Thailand.

Our position is that the Tamil national
guestion should be resolved on the basis of
these core principles. Tamils constitute
themselves as a people, or rather as a national
formation since they possess a distinct
language, culture and history with a clearly
defined homeland and a consciousness of their
ethnic identity. As a distinct people they are
entitled to the right to self-determination.

The right to self-determination has two
aspects: internal and external. The internal
self-determination entitles a people to
regional self-rule.

The Tamil people want to live in freedom
and dignity in their own lands, in their
historically constituted traditional lands
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without the domination of external forces.
They want to protect their national identity
pursing the development of their language,
culture and economy. They want to live in their
homeland under a system of self-rule. This is
the political aspiration of our people. This
constitutes the essential meaning of internal
self-determination.

We are prepared to consider favourably a
political framework that offers substantial
regional autonomy and self-government in our
homeland on the basis of our right to internal
self-determination. But if our people’s right to
self-determination is denied and our demand
for regional self-rule is rejected we have no
alternative other than to secede and form an
independent state.

Racism and racist oppression are the
causative factors for rebellions and
secessionist politics. The Sinhalese people
should identify and reject the racist forces if
they desire a permanent peace, ethnic
harmony and economic prosperity. They
should support, wholeheartedly, the efforts to
find a political solution by peaceful means. The
Sinhalese people should not oppose the
Tamils’ aspirations to manage their own affairs
under a system of self-rule in their own
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homeland. It is the politics of the Sinhala
nation that will eventually determine whether
the Sinhalese could peacefully co-exist with
the Tamils or to compel the Tamils to secede.

We are pleased to note that the talks
between the government and the LTTE are
progressing forward under the conditions of
mutual trust and goodwill. We are encouraged
by the interest shown by the international
community in the peace process and their
willingness to offer assistance to rebuild the
war damaged economy of the Tamil nation. It
is our deepest desire that the current peace
talks facilitated by Norway should succeed and
all the communities living in the island should
co-exist in harmony. If the Sinhala chauvinistic
forces, for their own petty political reasons
scuttle this peace effort which has raised high
hopes and expectations and gained the
support of the international community, the
Tamil people will be compelled to pursue the
path of secession and political
independence...."
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As a tragic drama without ending, the Tamil ethnic

conflict continues forever. Whenever the party in

power attempts to resolve the Tami issue, the party

in opposition opposes it and derails the effort. This

mode of conflict continues even when the

opposition becomes the ruling party and attempts

reconciliation. This Sinhala political drama with

its typical

“There is no coherent structure in the form a
government in the Sinhala nation. The power
of the state is torn between the heads of the
two most powerful Sinhala political parties.
The Presidency and the Parliament are in
conflict with each other. Ranil
Wickremasinghe’s administration is severely
weakened and paralysed following the
President’s take-over of the Ministries of
Defence, Interior and Media. The power
struggle between the two leaders has resulted
in the de-stabilisation of the state and the
peace process has come to a standstill.
Frustrated by the confused situation the
Government of Norway has suspended its
facilitatory role. Because of this sudden
development in the south, the conditions of
peace are endangered. The peace talks as well
as the peaceful resolution of the ethnic conflict
are threatened. The Tamil speaking people and
the international governments committed to
peace are concerned and disappointed over
this crisis.

President Kumaratunga has put forward two
reasons for her intervention. One is that the
national security and sovereignty of Sri Lanka
are threatened as the LTTE has been
strengthening is military structure and
preparing for war. Secondly, the government
of Ranil Wickremasinghe has provided too
many concessions to the Tamil Tigers. | wish to
deny categorically that there is any truth in

these allegations. These false accusations are
levelled against us to tarnish the credibility of
our liberation organisation and to disrupt the
peace process.

Our organisation, as well as our people do not
want war. We want peace and we want to
resolve our problems through peaceful means.
We are deeply committed to the peace
process. It is because of our sincere
commitment to peace that we are firmly and
rigidly observing ceasefire. It is our
organisation that took the initiative of
declaring the cessation of hostilities
unilaterally and observing peace for the last
two years tolerating the provocative actions of
the state’s armed forces.

There is absolutely no truth in President
Kumaratunga’s accusation that we are
preparing for war by procuring weapons,
recruiting on a large scale and strengthening
our military machine. We are engaged in the
task of maintaining peace but certainly not
preparing for war. It is true that we have been
recruiting on a small scale since we needed
manpower for our administrative structures.
The President has distorted and exaggerated
this matter and is trying to create fear among
the Sinhala people that we are preparing for
war.

The ceasefire has not created conditions of
peace and normalcy in the Tamil homeland.
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Oppressive  conditions of alien military
occupation prevail here. The Sri Lankan armed
forces are refusing to fulfil the conditions and
obligations of the Ceasefire Agreement. As the
military occupation continues in large areas of
civilian settlements under the cover of High
Security Zones several thousands of people are
subjected to enormous suffering, denied the
right to return to their homes and villages.
Furthermore, the Tamil civilians continue to
suffer harassment and persecution by the
occupation army. Though the war has been
brought to an end the suffering of our people
continues. Our people have not yet
experienced total peace and conditions of
normal life. Yet, there is total peace and
normalcy in the Sinhala nation. There is also
improvement in the economic life of the
people. While the Sinhala nation enjoys the
positive benefits of the ceasefire the tragic
oppressive conditions of the Tamils continue.
This is the current existential reality.

Our organisation has not rewarded with too
many concessions during these two years of
ceasefire as accused by President
Kumaratunga. Instead, our organisation faced
severe losses. During the ceasefire period, two
of our merchant ships were attacked and
destroyed by the navy in the international
waters. Furthermore, several of our fishing
trawlers were destroyed. As a consequence of
these events we lost twenty-six of our Sea
Tiger cadres including senior commanders.
Though these provocative actions pushed us to
the brink of tolerance, we maintained calm and
observed peace. Such behaviour clearly
demonstrates our serious commitment to
peace.

The peace talks between our liberation
organisation and the government of Ranil
Wickremesinghe, which started in Thailand
during September last year, have failed to
make any concrete progress. Resolutions and
decisions taken during the six rounds of talks
that lasted more than six months were not
implemented. The sub-committees, which
were formed, to deal with the issues of de-

| 141

escalation and normalisation and for the
resettlement and rehabilitation of displaced
became defunct. Our efforts to negotiate with
the government to resolve the monumental
problems faced by our people became futile.
Having ignored the more serious, critical
existential issues of resettlement of the
displaced, reconstruction of the war damaged
infrastructure and the re-establishment of
normalcy in the Tamil homeland under military
occupation, the government representatives
as well as the facilitators devoted their main
attention to human values and norms and on
guidelines and roadmaps towards a final
solution. As a consequence the negotiating
process moved in a different direction
circumventing the problems and aspirations of
our people.

In the meantime, Ranil’s administration was
only interested in projecting the peace process
as an ideal model to attract aid and loans from
donor countries to build up the economy that
collapsed as a consequence of war. At the
same time, the government was also engaged
in a plan to set-up an international safety net
with the assistance of certain countries. This
strategic ploy of Wickremesinghe's
government allowed the space for the
increased interest and intervention of several
international governments in the peace
initiative as well as in the negotiating process.
Some countries have even stipulated
parameters within which the Tamil national
guestion has to be resolved. It is because of
these international interventions that the
peace negotiations became more complex. It
was during these circumstances that a crucial
meeting of donor countries took place in
Washington in April this year marginalizing our
organisation. As the main party in conflict
enjoying equal status in the peace process, we
were disappointed and saddened by such
humiliation. It is because of these factors we
decided to suspend our participation in the
talks and to review the multiple dimensions of
the entire peace process.
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It is not feasible to find a permanent solution
to the Tamil national conflict immediately
within a short period. It may take quite a long
time. But the existential problems faced by our
people are very urgent and they cannot be
postponed for longer period. Faced with the
urgent humanitarian needs on one side and
the issues of resettlement, rehabilitation and
reconstruction on the other, the immense,
complex problems faced by our people
necessitates immediate solutions. Having
examined these issues in depth, we realised
the wurgency of setting up an interim
administrative authority in the Northeast. We
are of the opinion that the proposed interim
administrative authority should be an effective
mechanism capable of restoring conditions of
normalcy in the military occupied Tamil
homeland and to undertake the huge tasks of
resettlement, rehabilitation and development
works efficiently and expeditiously. It is on this
basis, we urged the government to submit
draft proposals for an interim administrative
structure insisting that it should be vested with
substantial authority. We also informed the
government that we were prepared to resume
negotiations if concrete set of proposals were
presented to us. | also emphasised the
importance  of creating an interim
administrative  set-up  with  substantial
authority when | met the Norwegian Foreign
Minister Mr Peterson. | also explained to him
the necessity of establishing such an
administrative body to reconstruct our nation
devastated by twenty years of war and to
rebuild the shattered lives of our people.

In response to our request, the government
submitted, one after the other, two sets of
draft proposals. The interim council envisaged
in these proposals were not invested with
adequate authority as we suggested. At the
same time the role of our organisation was also
not clearly defined. The proposals envisaged a
development  orientated administrative
structure with limited powers. Therefore, we
rejected these proposals as unacceptable.
Thereafter the government submitted a third
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set of proposals for our consideration. Though
these proposals were unsatisfactory, we did
not reject them.

We realised that the government was hesitant
to put forward a concrete set of proposals as
expected by our organisation that would
satisfy the aspirations of our people. At the
same time, we felt that a misconception might
arise as if the LTTE was continuously rejecting
all the new proposals put forward by the
government. Therefore, we decided not to
reject the latest draft proposal out right but to
submit our counter proposals to create an
interim administrative council with substantial
authority. We were not in a hurry to formulate
our draft proposal. Since it was the first time
we were forwarding our proposals in a written
form we wanted to formulate a concrete,
practical and original framework though it was
an interim set up and might involve time in
formulation. We also wanted this framework
to have a proper mechanism to find solutions
to the complex existential problems of our
people. Therefore, we formulated our draft
proposals consulting different sectors of
people at different levels on a wider scale. We
also consulted wider sections of the people of
Tamil Eelam, our legal and constitutional
experts abroad and international scholars.

There is no need for me to elaborate in detail
the draft proposals we submitted to the
government for an Interim Self-Governing
Authority. The draft has already been released
through the media for everybody’s scrutiny
and analysis. Though our draft proposals have
generated a lot of controversy and confusion,
our effort towards a negotiated settlement
was welcomed by several countries. Some
countries welcomed our attempt, for the first
time, to put forward our ideas in writing in a
clear and comprehensive form. Ranil’s
administration did not reject our proposals but
rather agreed to resume talks on that basis.
But at the same time, the Sinhala racist forces
are vehemently opposed to our draft
proposals. Sinhala racist political parties and
the media are raising critical voices. Critical
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reviews are coming from the Indian media
world and from the Indian political analysts. In
a statement released on behalf of the
opposition parties, Mr Lakshman Kadirgamar
presented a vehement critique of our
proposals claiming that Sri Lanka’s sovereignty
was under serious threat as our draft,
according to him, contains elements for a
separate state. What surprised us was that
within a few days after the release of the draft
proposals President Kumaratunga took over
three important Ministries that functioned
under the government of Ranil
Wickremesinghe. Whatever the reasons she
attributes to her actions, it has now become a
universal truth that she took this serious action
as an immediate response to our draft
proposals. As a consequence of her sudden
intervention, Ranil’s regime has become
paralysed without power and the peace
process severely endangered.

The allegations levelled against our draft
proposals that they aim to create an
independent Tamil state or that they contain
stepping stones for separation are not true.
Our proposals do not constitute a framework
for a permanent, final solution. Our draft
proposals deal with an interim arrangement. It
is true that our proposals for an interim
administrative council call for substantial self-
governing authority without which massive
programmes for the resettlement and
rehabilitation of hundreds of thousands of
displaced people and other major
development projects could not be
undertaken. At the same time regional
administrative functions i.e. law and order,
administration of justice, allocation of funds
and distribution of lands also could not be
effectively executed. In this context an
important factor has to be taken into serious
consideration. That is, large areas of the
Northeast are already under our effective
jurisdiction and efficiently administered by us.
| wish to point out that this is the factual
reality.
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Today, harsh oppressive conditions prevail in
the Northeast with the continuous military
occupation of our lands and persecution of our
people by the armed forces. As normalcy has
not returned the suffering of the civilian
masses continues. Our people face urgent
humanitarian needs as well as serious
existential problems. Therefore, we have
presented this draft framework as a concrete
structure to find just and reasonable solutions
to these problems. Our draft framework has
progressive, constructive and  original
elements. This proposed administrative
structure is invested with self-governing
authority so that the majority Tamils as well as
the Muslims and Sinhalese living in Tamil
Eelam could promote and enhance their
political, social, economic and cultural life. But
we regret to note that some forces are
attempting to disrupt the peace process by
distorting and exaggerating some features of
self-governance found in our draft framework
and interpreting them as a project for a
separate state.

We have presented our ideas for an interim
administrative authority as a counter
programme to the government’s proposals
and as a basis for negotiations. Our initiative
undertaken with an honest and sincere
commitment to the peace process has
unleashed a political storm in the south.
Sinhalese racist forces are up in arms against
us. The power struggle that erupted between
the heads of two major political parties of the
Sinhala nation has shaken the very foundation
of the state structure. Sinhala racism, which
has been denying the rights of the Tamils, now
stands exposed with its mask torn apart,
revealing its true, ugly face to the world.

As a tragic drama without ending, the Tamil
ethnic conflict continues forever. Whenever
the party in power attempts to resolve the
Tami issue, the party in opposition opposes it
and derails the effort. This mode of conflict
continues even when the opposition becomes
the ruling party and attempts reconciliation.
This Sinhala political drama with its typical
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historical pattern has been staged regularly for
the last fifty years. The directors of this bazaar
drama are the two major Sinhala political
parties. Though the main actors have been
changing over time the theme of the story is
the same. The current political crisis in
Colombo is an open enactment of this absurd
drama.

As a negative consequence of this chess game,
in which the Tamils are used as pawns, several
peace efforts have failed; several peace
negotiations  collapsed, several peace
agreements torn apart and several peace pacts
became defunct. As such, the Tamil conflict
continues without resolution. The tragic life of
our people continues.

We cannot allow the life and potential of our
people to be systematically destroyed in the
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spider web of Sinhala chauvinism. Having
renounced violence, we have been making
every effort through non-violent means to
promote peace and reconciliation. The
international community is fully aware of this.
But if the Sinhala chauvinistic ruling elites
continue to deny the rights of our people and
oppose reconciliation and if the conditions of
oppression continue, we have no alternative
other than to secede and form an independent
state invoking the right to self-determination
of our people. We urge the Sinhala political
leadership not to create the objective
conditions that would drive our people to seek
this ultimate option.
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""..The Sinhala political organizations and their

leadership, which are deeply buried in the mud of

Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism, will never be able to

comprehend the political aspirations of the people

of Tamil Eelam. None of the major Sinhala

political parties are prepared to recognize the

fundamentals underlying the Tamil national

question. None of the Sinhala political

organizations is prepared to accept the
northeastern region as the historical homeland of
the Tamil-speaking people, that the Tamils
constitute themselves as a distinct nationality and
that they are entitled to the right to self-
determination, including the right to secede.."

‘Today we are faced with a critical and
complex situation, unprecedented in the
history of our liberation struggle. We are living
in a political void, without war, without a
stable peace, without the conditions of
normalcy, without an interim or permanent
solution to the ethnic conflict. Our liberation
struggle will be seriously undermined if this
political vacuum continues indefinitely.

‘Three years have lapsed since we entered into
a ceasefire agreement with the Government of
Sri Lanka, after three decades of protracted
armed struggle. You are fully aware that during
this period of ceasefire we have been making
every endeavour, with sincerity and
commitment, to seek a negotiated settlement
to the Tamil national question through
peaceful means. In various capitals of foreign
nations, with Norway as facilitators, we
engaged in peace talks with the government.
The six sessions of negotiations held over the
duration of six months, turned out to be futile
and meaningless. Sub-committees that were
set up for the de-escalation of the conflict, for

the restoration of normalcy, for the
rehabilitation and resettlement of the
displaced and for the reconstruction of the war
damaged infrastructure, became non-
functional.

In the meantime, the Sri Lanka government,
having excluded our liberation organization,
participated in the donor conference held in
Washington, thereby undermining our status
as equal partners in the peace process. It was
in these objective conditions that our
organization decided to express our
displeasure and disappointment by
temporarily suspending the talks. Our
intention was not to terminate the talks and
put an end to the peace process. During the
period of suspension we wurged the
government of Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe to
formulate and submit a draft proposal for an
interim administrative  structure. We
emphasized that the envisaged interim
administrative mechanism should be invested
with adequate authority to deal with the
rehabilitation of the war affected people and
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to reconstruct the war devastated Tamil
nation.

‘We were not satisfied with the three
successive draft proposals on an interim set-up
submitted by Ranil’s government. The draft
frameworks lacked adequate administrative
authority and they were unacceptable to us.
Ultimately, we decided to formulate our own
set of proposals. We discussed with our people
at different levels and consulted political
experts, legal specialists and constitutional
scholars in the Tamil Diaspora and finalized our
proposals for an Interim Self-Governing
Authority. This is an original and pragmatic
framework embodying necessary structures
and mechanisms to address the urgent
existential problems of our people. The
proposed framework is invested with
substantial authority to effectively and
expeditiously undertake all tasks of
resettlement, rehabilitation, reconstruction
and development in the Tamil homeland. We
submitted this proposal to establish an Interim
Self-Governing Authority to Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s government on the 1
November last year and also released it to the
media for public debate.

‘Some international governments welcomed
our proposal, because it was the first time the
Liberation Tigers had clearly and explicitly spelt
out their political ideas in writing. Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s government did not reject
our proposal for an Interim Self-Governing
Authority to deal with the rehabilitation of the
war affected people and to reconstruct the war
devastated Tamil nation. His government
viewed our proposals as different from their
drafts, yet it agreed to resume peace talks on
that basis, whereas the Sri Lankan Freedom
Party outrightly condemned our interim
administrative framework as the foundation
for a separate Tamil state. As the leader of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party and as the President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga went a step further by
taking punitive action that plunged the
southern polity into a crisis. Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s regime was suddenly and

| 146

seriously  destabilised when  President
Kumaratunga took over three key Ministries,
including Defence. Eventually, following the
dissolution of Parliament by the President,
Ranil’s government collapsed.

‘The ethnic contradiction between the Sinhala
and Tamil nations became acute as a
consequence of the general elections held at
the beginning of the year. The elections paved
the way for the hegemonic dominance of
Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinistic forces in the
southern political arena. The Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), an anti-Tamil political party
steeped in a muddled ideology of racism,
religious fanaticism and orthodox communism,
won a substantial number of seats and became
the third largest Sinhala political organisation.
President Chandrika has embraced this racist
political party as the most important ally and
partner in her coalition government. This
government is constituted by an unholy
alliance of incompatible parties articulating
antagonistic and mutually contradictory views
and policies on the Tamil national question.

‘While the verdict of the general election
helped to reinforce  Sinhala-Buddhist
hegemonism in the Sinhala south, Tamil
nationalism arose as a unified collective force
in the northeastern Tamil homeland. The
political ideals of our liberation organisation
received the overwhelming support of the
Tamil people. Our organisation received the
popular  endorsement as the sole
representative of our people. Our proposals to
establish an Interim Self-Governing Authority
received a mandate from our people. The
Tamil National Alliance gained a sweeping
victory by winning twenty-two seats, thereby
becoming the political voice and the
democratic force representing our liberation
organisation. As never before, this general
election has polarized the Sinhala and Tamil
ethnic formations into two distinct nations, as
two separate peoples with divergent and
mutually incompatible ideologies,
consciousness and political goals.
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‘Though there was a change of government in
southern Sri Lanka and chauvinistic forces
were able to gain political power, we
continued to observe ceasefire and wanted to
promote the peace process. We informed the
Freedom Alliance government of Chandrika
Kumaratunga, through the Norwegian
facilitators, that we were prepared to resume
peace talks based on our proposal to set-up an
Interim Self-Governing Authority. It was at that
time confusion and policy differences emerged
within the ruling coalition.

‘Politically, the most powerful partner in the
Alliance, the JVP, vehemently opposed
granting political rights or devolution of power
to the Tamil people. It has severely criticised
the Norwegian government, which plays the
role of facilitator. It has also outrightly rejected
our proposal for an Interim Self-Governing
Authority. The JVP has warned that it would
break away from the ruling coalition if peace
talks resumed on the basis of our proposal. The
extremist, hard-line attitude of the JVP
towards peace and ethnic reconciliation has
become a major challenge to Chandrika
Kumaratunga.

‘The government of Kumaratunga is facing a
multi-dimensional crisis. On one side, the
international community is exerting pressure
on the government to resolve the ethnic
conflict through peaceful means. On the other,
the donor countries continue to insist that
granting of the pledged aid package is
conditional upon progress in the peace talks.
Furthermore, the economy of the country is
sliding into an abyss. With these multiple
problems, the government is compelled to
engage the LTTE in peace negotiations. But the
internal contradictions and the fundamental
policy differences in the ruling alliance have
become a stumbling block to the resumption
of peace negotiations. There is no clear,
coherent policy orientation, or a consensus
approach within the political parties of the
coalition government. Since she has aligned
herself with political parties drenched in anti-
Tamil racism, militarism and Sinhala-Buddhist
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hegemonism, the President cannot advance
the peace process based on a coherent,
consistent strategy and policy. This is the
authentic political reality prevailing in
southern Sri Lanka. This political reality of the
lack of consensus is skilfully covered up and
concealed to the international community.

‘We submitted our proposals for an interim
administration at the final stage of our
negotiations with Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
government. The leadership of the United
National Party continues to insist that peace
talks can be resumed based on our set of
proposals, but the Kumaratunga government is
imposing a condition for the resumption of
talks. The government says that any form of
interim administration should be an integral
part of a permanent settlement. While we are
demanding an interim administrative set-up,
the Kumaratunga government is insisting on
talks for a permanent settlement to the ethnic
conflict.

‘There are important reasons as to why we are
insisting on the formation of an interim
administrative set-up as early as possible. As a
consequence of a brutal and protracted war
our people are facing urgent existential needs
and immense humanitarian problems.
Hundreds of thousands of displaced Tamils
continue to languish in refugee camps in
appalling conditions. In the meantime, the
donor governments have pledged a massive
aid package for the relief and rehabilitation of
the war affected people. Therefore, it is of
critical necessity that an interim administrative
mechanism should be instituted with adequate
powers to undertake the task of providing
relief and rehabilitation to the suffering Tamil
population and to reconstruct the war
devastated Tamil homeland.

‘Though we have entered into a ceasefire
agreement and observed peace for three years
and participated in the peace talks for six
months, our people have not yet received any
peace dividends. The intolerable burden of the
day-to-day life problems is suffocating our
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people. Our people are desperately
anticipating relief and resolutions to their
urgent existential problems. For these reasons
we want the immediate resumption of peace
talks, based on our proposal, so that an interim
administrative authority can be established as
early as possible to address the grievances of
our people. If some elements of our proposals
are deemed problematic or controversial,
these issues can be resolved through
discussions at the negotiating table. Once the
interim administrative authority is
institutionalised and becomes functional we
are prepared to engage in negotiations for a
permanent settlement to the ethnic problem.
That is our position.

Our position is reasonable. We are advocating
this position in relation to the actuality of the
concrete conditions prevailing in the Tamil
homeland. Nevertheless, President
Kumaratunga is inviting us for talks on a
permanent solution, advancing a position that
even an interim administrative set-up should
be worked out within the contours of a final
settlement. We can point out different reasons
as to why she gives primacy to talks on a
permanent solution. One reason could be her
strategy to satisfy extremist racist elements,
particularly to placate the JVP, who are deadly
opposed to our proposal for an interim
administration. The second reason could be to
impress upon the international community
that she is genuinely committed to resolving
the Tamil national question. The third reason
could be to prolong the peace negotiations
indefinitely by opting to talk on a most
intractable and complex issue. We can come
up with several other reasons. Whatever the
real reason, we can clearly and confidently say
one thing; it is apparent from the inconsistent
and contradictory statements made by
President Kumaratunga that her government is
not going to offer the Tamil people either an
interim administration or a permanent
solution.

‘l do not wish to elaborate here the bitter
historical experience of political negotiations
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we have engaged in with the Sinhala political
leadership for more than fifty years to resolve
the ethnic problem of the Tamil people. This is
a political truth deeply buried in the collective
psyche of the Tamil nation. Over a long period
of time, we had talks on linguistic rights, on
equal rights, on regional autonomy, on federal
self-rule  and entered into pacts and
agreements, which were later torn apart and
abrogated. Our liberation organisation is not
prepared to walk the path of treachery and
deception once again.

‘The Sinhala political organizations and their
leadership, which are deeply buried in the mud
of Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism, will never be
able to comprehend the political aspirations of
the people of Tamil Eelam. None of the major
Sinhala political parties are prepared to
recognize the fundamentals underlying the
Tamil national question. None of the Sinhala
political organizations is prepared to accept
the northeastern region as the historical
homeland of the Tamil-speaking people, that
the Tamils constitute themselves as a distinct
nationality and that they are entitled to the
right to self-determination, including the right
to secede.

The southern political movements do not have
the maturity and magnanimity or the political
sagacity to understand and accept the
fundamentals of the Tamil national question,
nor do they possess a consensus or a collective
vision on the Tamil issue. What we can observe
in the southern political spectrum is division,
disunity and mutually divergent, contradictory
notions and policies. We are surprised to note
that President Kumaratunga is showing
concern and interest in resolving the ethnic
conflict when political parties aligned to her
coalition  government are  advocating
incoherent and irrational policies and
articulating brazen forms of racism. We wish to
make an open request to all the political
parties constituting the governing Freedom
Alliance, as well as to the opposition United
National Party, to declare publicly their official
policy on the fundamentals of the Tamil
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national question, particularly on the core
demands of the Tamil’s concerning homeland,
nationality and the right to self-determination.

‘It will be meaningful to talk about a
permanent settlement if the Sinhala political
organisations have a clear, coherent policy, a
proper insight and a consensus approach
towards the Tamil national question. If not,
there is no meaning in engaging in talks about
a permanent solution. There is division,
discord, confusion and contradiction within
the Sinhala political leadership on the Tamil
issue. Having realized the truth that the Sinhala
political leadership will not be able to offer a
reasonable permanent solution to our people,
we submitted an interim solution. We
expressed our desire to resume negotiations,
based on our proposals for an interim
mechanism, to provide relief to our people’s
urgent existential needs. But the government
of Kumaratunga is deliberately impeding the
peace efforts by insisting that talks should be
about a permanent settlement. Having
covered up the serious policy differences and
internal contradictions behind the curtain of a
loose political alliance, President Kumaratunga
is accusing the Tamil Tigers of intransigence.
We are confident that the international
community will soon be able to see the real
face of Chandrika, who is acting with a
deceptive mask of peace.
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‘We cannot continue to be entrapped in a
political vacuum without an interim solution or
a permanent settlement, without a stable
peace and without peace of mind. The Sinhala
nation neither assimilates and integrates our
people to live in co-existence nor does it allow
our people to secede and lead a separate
existence. We cannot continue to live in the
darkness of political uncertainty, without
freedom, without emancipation, without any
prospects for the future. There are borderlines
to patience and expectations. We have now
reached the borderline. At this critical moment
we wish to make an urgent appeal to the Sri
Lanka government. We urge the government
to resume the peace negotiations without
conditions, based on our proposal for an
Interim Self-Governing Authority. If the
Government of Sri Lanka rejects our urgent
appeal and adopts delaying tactics,
perpetuating the suffering of our people, we
have no alternative other than to advance the
freedom struggle of our nation. We call upon
the concerned international governments to
understand our predicament and prevail upon
the Sri Lanka government to resume peace
talks based on our fair and reasonable stand.’
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‘The Sinhala nation continues to be entrapped in

the Mahavamsa mindset, in that mythical ideology.

The Sinhalese people are still caught up in the
legendary fiction that the island of Sri Lanka is a
divine gift to Theravada Buddhism, a holy land
entitled to the Sinhala race. The Sinhala nation

has not redeemed itself from this mythological idea

that is buried deep and has become fossilised in

their collective unconscious.

The Sinhala nation continues to be entrapped
in the Mahavamsa mindset, in that mythical
ideology. The Sinhalese people are still caught
up in the legendary fiction that the island of Sri
Lanka is a divine gift to Theravada Buddhism, a
holy land entitled to the Sinhala race. The
Sinhala nation has not redeemed itself from
this mythological idea that is buried deep and
has become fossilised in their collective
unconscious.

Monklt is because of this ideological blindness

that the Sinhalese people and their political
and religious leaders are unable to grasp the
authentic history of the island and the social
realities prevailing here. They are unable to
comprehend and accept the very existence of
a historically constituted nation of Tamil
people living in their traditional homeland in
north-eastern Sri  Lanka, entitled to
fundamental political rights and freedomes. It is
because of the refusal by the Sinhala nation to
perceive the existential reality of the Tamils
and their political aspirations that the Tamil
national question persists as an unresolved
complex issue.

We do not expect a radical transformation in
the social consciousness, in the political
ideology, in the Mahavamsa mental structure
of the Sinhalese people. The scope and power
of Sinhala-Buddhist hegemony has not

receded, rather, it has revived and taken new
forms, exerting a powerful dominance on the
southern political arena. In these objective
conditions we do not believe that we can gain
a reasonable solution from the Sinhala nation.
We have to fight and win our rights. We have
never entertained the idea that we could
obtain justice from the compassion of the
Sinhala politicians. This has always been the
view of our liberation organisation.

Even though we are deeply convinced that we
cannot obtain justice from the Sinhala political
leadership, but rather have to fight and win our
rights, we were compelled by unprecedented
historical circumstances to participate in peace
talks with the Sinhala state. We were
compelled to engage in the negotiating
process by the intervention of the Indian
regional superpower at a particular historical
period and by the pressure of the international
community at a later period.

There were other reasons also that
encouraged us to engage in the peace process.
Constructive engagement in the peace process
is a viable means to secure legitimacy for our
liberation organisation as the representative
organ of our people. We also wanted to
internationalise our struggle and win the
support and sympathy of the international
community. Furthermore, there is a need to
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convince the world community that we are not
war-mongers addicted to armed violence, but
rather, firmly and sincerely committed to a
non-violent peace process. Finally and most
importantly, we wanted to demonstrate
beyond doubt that the Sinhala racist ruling
elites would not accept the fundamental
demands of the Tamils and offer a reasonable
political solution. It was with these objectives
we participated in the peace process.

Over the last three decades of our national
liberation struggle we have observed
ceasefires and participated in peace talks at
different periods of time in different historical
circumstances. We knew that our enemy was
dishonest and devious. We knew that these
peace talks would not produce any positive
results. We knew that there would be peace
traps. Yet we participated in the peace talks
with sincere commitment and dedication.

In the course of our engagement we
encountered pressures and  complex
challenges. There were traps to undermine our
liberation struggle. We acted prudently and
avoided pitfalls. We vehemently opposed all
subversive strategies that were detrimental to
the interests of our people. The Tamil people
are fully aware of the fact that during the time
of Indian intervention, when we encountered
a serious threat to our freedom struggle and to
the interests of our people, our liberation
organisation was bold enough to oppose the
Indian superpower and fight its military
machine.

From the Thimpu talks, we have participated in
several peace negotiations, at different times,
at different places. Unprecedented in the
history of our struggle, it is only now, we have
devoted a lengthy period of four years for the
peace effort. However, despite this protracted
period of time our sincere and persistent
efforts to reach a settlement to the problems
of our people have become futile.

The recent peace talks have been significant
and essentially different. They have been held
with the facilitation of a third country, with the

151

supervision of the international community.
There were sessions of negotiations with Mr
Ranil Wickremasinghe’s administration and
later  with Chandrika Kumaratunga’s
government. The decisions, resolutions and
Agreements reached during these negotiations
were never fulfilled. During this process of
negotiations we were extremely tolerant and
even compromised on several
Nevertheless, the Sinhala political leadership
refused to offer justice to our people.

issues.

On 24 December 2001 we unilaterally
declared cessation of hostilities and opened
the doors for peace. At that time, when we
extended our hand of friendship to the Sinhala
nation, we stood on a strong foundation.
Having liberated the Vanni region and over run
the Elephant Pass military complex, we had
firmly established the balance of military
power in our favour. | need not go into the
details of the peace negotiations we had with
Mr Ranil Wickremasinghe’s government in
various world capitals under Norwegian
facilitation.

It is suffice to say that Mr Wickremasinghe’'s
administration was unable to resolve even the
basic existential hardships and urgent
humanitarian needs of our people. Adopting
delaying tactics, Ranil’'s government was
primarily focusing on setting up an
international  safety net aimed at
decommissioning our weapons. An
international aid conference was organised in
Tokyo in June 2003 as an essential element of
this subversive scheme. Having realised the
implications of the international safety net we
decided to boycott the Tokyo conference and
eventually to suspend the peace talks. Having
failed to achieve anything, Ranil’s regime came
to an end. In the meantime President
Kumaratunga formed a new government with
the alliance of racist forces opposed to peace.

Chandrika refused to initiate the peace talks
even though our organisation was willing to
negotiate on the basis of our proposal for an
interim self-government authority. Time began
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to elapse in a political vacuum without an
interim settlement or a permanent solution.
We realised that the aim of the Sinhala
chauvinistic political leadership was to
misdirect and undermine our liberation
struggle by entrapping us in the uncertainty of
a political vacuum. Faced with the meaningless
absurdity of living in the illusion of peace we
decided to resume our national liberation
struggle. It was at that conjuncture, during the
latter part of last year, when we were charting
our action plan, that the horrendous natural
disaster struck.

Suddenly, unexpectedly the tsunami waves
struck at the villages and settlements along the
eastern coastal belt of our homeland causing
an unprecedented catastrophe. In this
cataclysmic disaster unleashed by nature,
twenty thousand Tamil and Muslim people
perished and about three hundred thousand
people lost their homes, properties and were
reduced to conditions of refugees.

As nature inflicted further calamity on the
Tamil nation, which had already suffered
monumental destruction by war, our people
were burdened with unbearable suffering. In
these circumstances, our liberation movement
was geared to confront the crisis. Our fighting
formations, as well as our cadres belonging to
various social and administrative services,
were immediately engaged in the tasks of
relief and rehabilitation.

As the tsunami catastrophe shook the
conscience of the world, the international
governments volunteered to provide huge
sums of money in aid for relief and
rehabilitation of the affected people. In the
meantime President Kumaratunga expressed
her willingness to form a joint administrative
mechanism in cooperation with the LTTE to
implement the tasks of relief, rehabilitation
and reconstruction for the affected Tamil
speaking people. We decided to talk to the
Kumaratunga government since we had to give
primacy to the extraordinary humanitarian
tragedy faced by our people. Talks were
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conducted at the level of peace secretariats.
Since we wanted to avoid delays in the
negotiating process we adopted a flexible
attitude, even compromised on crucial
matters, and finally an agreement was reached
to establish a joint administrative mechanism.
The Accord was also signed by both parties.

The international community expressed full
support for the joint administrative structure
worked out by both the Sri Lanka government
and the LTTE. The international governments
also expressed hope that a congenial
environment for joint effort by warring parties
had been created. But the Sinhala-Buddhist
racist forces could not tolerate the emergence
of a congenial environment of goodwill. Having
registered their vehement protest to the joint
administrative mechanism, the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) and Jathika Hela
Urumaja withdrew their support to the
government. These parties also filed a case in
the Supreme Court challenging the
constitutional  validity of the joint
administrative mechanism. The determination
of the Supreme Court made the joint
mechanism inoperative.

With the demise of the tsunami mechanism
the Sinhala-Buddhist chauvinism killed the last
hope of the Tamil people. Even the all-
powerful President Kumaratunga could not
provide a simple humanitarian project for the
Tamils against the wishes of the Sinhala racist
forces. The tsunami mechanism was not
devolved with any political power nor was it to
have any administrative authority. If there was
so much opposition in southern Sri Lanka to a
simple provisional arrangement then it is a
daydream to expect to secure a regional self-
governing authority in the Tamil homeland by
negotiating with the Sinhala political
leadership. This is the political truth that we
have been able to learn from the four year
period of the peace process. We hope that the
international community, which has been
intensively observing this political drama,
similarly understands this truth.
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| wish to explain here a matter of crucial
importance, which betrays the politics of
duplicity of the Sinhala ruling elites. You would
have heard about a secret shadow war being
waged against our organisation behind the
screen of peace. This subversive war has been
unleashed with the aim of weakening our
liberation organisation and to undermine our
struggle.

A large number of people consisting of our
senior cadres, important members,
supporters, Tamil politicians, journalists and
educationists who were sympathetic to our
cause, have been cowardly murdered. We
know the real masterminds behind this
shadow war. Though these violent acts were
committed under the guidance and direction
of the Sri Lankan military intelligence, we are
aware that mysterious hands of some racist
Sinhala politicians are behind these nefarious
activities.

This subversive war is being conducted in the
government controlled territories, with the
backing of the armed forces, utilising Tamil
para-military elements as instruments. We
expressed vehement protest to the Sri Lanka
government when our unarmed political
cadres were murdered and our political offices
were bombed in the government controlled
areas. Since the government ignored our
protests we were compelled to withdraw our
cadres to our controlled areas.

A strange low intensity war has been
unleashed against us taking advantage of the
conditions of peace effected by the ceasefire.
Disarming the Tamil para-military groups is an
obligation of the state under terms of the
Ceasefire Agreement.

Having failed to fulfil this crucial obligation the
Sri Lanka state has been utilising the Tamil
para-militaries as instruments of this
subversive war against our liberation
organisation. This is a serious war offence. This
is similar to a treacherous act in which one
stabs you in the back with one hand while
pretending to embrace you with the other.
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This behaviour clearly demonstrates that the
Sinhala ruling elites have no genuine interest in
peace and ethnic reconciliation. The Sri Lanka
state has not given up the military option but
rather transformed the war into a new mode
of state terror under conditions of peace. We
hope that the international community will
discern the real mode of this shadow war and
perceive its ugly face and ulterior motives.

As far as the Tamil people are concerned, the
concepts of peace, ceasefire and negotiations
have become meaningless concepts that do
not correspond to or reflect reality. A shadow
war conducted under conditions of peace,
military occupation perpetrated in violation of
the terms of ceasefire, an international
subversive network woven during political
negotiations, are the distorted ways the peace
process has been abused. Because of these
factors our people have lost faith in everything.

Our people have lost faith in a peace process
that has failed to secure them a real, peaceful
life they have lost faith in a ceasefire that has
failed to remove the occupation army from
their homes they have lost faith in the talks
that have failed to resolve their long standing
problems.

Our people can no longer tolerate an unstable
life and an uncertain future. The waves of
popular upsurgence erupting in the Tamil
homeland are manifestations of the discontent
and despair of our people they are fierce
demonstrations of their political aspirations.
The multitude of Tamil masses, who converged
at recent Tamil resurgence conventions, have
publicly proclaimed their demands.

The international community cannot ignore
these proclamations of a unified nation calling
for the recognition of their right to self-
determination, of their right to rule
themselves. Our people aspire to determine
their own political status. Having been
subjected to decades of systematic state
repression, they call upon the international
community to recognise their political
aspirations.
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We have now reached a significant historic
turning point in our struggle for self-
determination. The ruling elites of southern Sri
Lanka will never recognise our people’s right to
self-determination. The Tamil right to self-
determination will never find space in the
entrenched majoritarian constitution and in
the political system built on that constitutional
structure.

Our people have, therefore, realised that they
have no alternativeother than to fight and win
their right to self-determination. Self-
determination entails the right to freely
choose, without external interference, our
political life. The Sinhala nation has been
refusing to embrace our people, to recognise
their national identity and to share political
power.

This political alienation has continued since the
independence of the island 57 years ago.
Frustrated by years of alienation, oppression
and ill-treatment as an unwanted people, the
Tamils have finally decided to exclude and
boycott the Sri Lankan polity and its power
system. The boycott of the presidential
elections by the vast majority of Tamil people
was a concrete expression of this perspective.
Our people did not participate in the election
even though they had the voting power to
determine the election of a new president.

The non-participation of the Tamils should not
be construed as a judgement of the
personalities or policies of the presidential
candidates. Rather, this political boycott was
an expression of deep distrust and
disillusionment of the Tamil people with the
Sinhala political system. This event symbolises
a serious turning point in the political history
of the Tamils. It signifies that the Tamil people
may choose their own path and freely
determine their own political destiny.

The Sinhala nation has chosen a new national
leader. A new administration has assumed
power under his leadership. This new
government has been elected by the Sinhala
majority specifically with their voting power.
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The national minorities are not represented in
this government. It is essentially a Sinhala-
Buddhist  regime. Therefore  Mahinda
Rajapakse does not represent all the social
formations of this country. He has assumed
power as a president to protect and promote
the interests of the Sinhala-Buddhist
community. We are all aware of Mahinda
Rajapaske’s thoughts and policies. We are also
aware of the incompatible gaps and the
irreconcilable  contradictions that exist
between Mr Rajapakse’s political vision and
the Tamils’ struggle for self-determination. | do
not wish to engage myself in a comparative
analysis of this issue.

The recent presidential elections and the
change in governance effected by the Tamil
boycott have created a wide rift, politically,
between the Tamil and Sinhala nations. While
Sinhala-Buddhist hegemony has assumed
predominance in the south, Tamil nationalism
has emerged as a powerful force and
consolidating itself in the Tamil homeland.
While a new government under Mahinda
Rajapkse has assumed power in the Sinhala
nation, LTTE’s administration is expanding and
gaining strength as a concrete embodiment of
Tamil nationalism.

The international community is fully aware of
the fact that we are running an efficient, self-
governing administrative structure in the
majority areas of the Tamil homeland, which
were liberated from Sinhala military
occupation by our organisation. Our
administrative  structure is formidable,
consisting of our controlled territories with
huge civilian populations, protected by a
powerful military force. We have a police force
and a judicial system to maintain law and
order. We have also developed a complex
administrative infra-structure of a shadow
government. Though a large number of Tamils
are still living in the military occupied Tamil
region, their allegiance is with our liberation
movement. The Sinhalese ruling class refuses
to accept this ground reality, this political truth
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and attempts to belittle our liberation

organisation as a ‘terrorist group’.

We are disappointed and sad to note that
some international governments, having been
influenced by this false propaganda, continue
to retain our organisation on their terrorist list.
Biased positions taken by powerful nations
acting as guardians of the peace process, in
excluding and alienating our liberation
organisation as a ‘terrorist outfit’ and
supporting the interests of the Sri Lankan
state, severely affected the balance of power
relations between the parties in conflict at the
peace negotiations. This pro-state bias
constrained our liberty to choose our own
political status. This partiality finally became
one of the causes for the collapse of the peace
talks.

There is no clear, coherent, globally acceptable
definition of the concept of terrorism. As such,
just and reasonable political struggles fought
for righteous causes are also branded as
terrorism. Even authentic liberation
movements struggling against racist
oppression are denounced as terrorist outfits.
In the current global campaign against terror,
state terrorism always finds its escape route
and those who fight against state terror are
condemned as terrorists. Our liberation
organisation is also facing a similar plight.

We have now reached the critical time to
decide on our approach to achieve the
objective of our struggle. At this crucial
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historical turning point a new government
under a new leader has assumed power in the
Sinhala nation. This new government is
extending its hand of friendship towards us
and is calling our organisation for peace talks.
It claims that it is going to adopt a new
approach towards the peace process.

Having carefully examined his policy statement
in depth, we have come to the conclusion that
President Rajapkse has not grasped the
fundamentals, the basic concepts underlying
the Tamil national question. In terms of policy,
the distance between him and us is vast.
However, President Rajapakse is considered a
realist committed to pragmatic politics, and we
wish to find out, first of all, how he is going to
handle the peace process and whether he will
offer justice to our people. We have, therefore,
decided to wait and observe, for sometime, his
political manoeuvres and actions.

Our people have lost patience, hope and
reached the brink of utter frustration. They are
not prepared to be tolerant any longer. The
new government should come forward soon
with a reasonable political framework that will
satisfy the political aspirations of the Tamil
people. This is our urgent and final appeal. If
the new government rejects our urgent
appeal, we will, next year, in solidarity with our
people, intensify our struggle for self-
determination, our struggle for national
liberation to establish self-government in our
homeland.’

"...A long time has elapsed since we embarked on

this journey for peace with Norway’s facilitation.

We have tried our best to take forward this peace

effort. We have practiced patience. We gave

innumerable opportunities for finding peaceful

resolution. ... It is now crystal clear that the

Sinhala leaders will never put forward a just
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resolution to the Tamil national question.

Therefore, we are not prepared to place our trust in

the impossible and walk along the same old futile

path.The uncompromising stance of Sinhala

chauvinism has left us with no other option but an

independent state for the people of Tamil Eelam.

We therefore ask the international community and

the countries of the world that respect justice to

recognize our freedom struggle. At this historic

time when the Tamils are recommencing their

journey on the path of freedom, we seek the

unwavering support and assistance of the world
Tamil community. We express our gratitude to the
Tamil Nadu people and leaders for voicing their
support and ask them to continue their efforts to

help us in our freedom struggle. We express our
gratitude to the Tamil Diaspora, our displaced
brethren living all around the world, for their
contribution to our struggle and ask them to

maintain their unwavering participation and

support.”

My beloved people!

The land of Tamil Eelam is confronted with an
intense war as never before. Rearing its head
in different parts of Wanni, the war is
gathering momentum. As the Sinhala state is
committed to a military solution, the war is
becoming intense and widespread. The
underlying intent of the Sinhala state is to wipe
out the national life and resources of the
Tamils and subjugate the Tamil nation under
alien Sinhala military despotism. With this in
view, it is executing its war plan at full gallop.
Pooling together all its military resources and
arsenal, and with all its national wealth to
buttress it, the racist Sinhala state has waged a
fierce war on our land. Our freedom fighters,
have dedicated themselves to unbending
resistance against this war of aggression

launched by the racist Sinhala state. With
various countries of the world buttressing the
genocidal war on the people of Tamil Eelam,
we are waging a defensive war for the freedom
of our people.

Today, our movement has embarked on a
historic journey, hazardous and strenuous. In
this historic venture, we have encountered
numerous turns, twists and confrontations.
We have faced forces much mightier than ours.
We have had direct confrontations even
against superior powers, stronger than us. We
have withstood wave after wave of our enemy
attacks. Standing alone, we have blasted
networks of innumerable intrigues,
interwoven with betrayal and sabotage. We
stood like a mountain and faced all dangers
that loomed like storms. When compared to
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these happenings of the past, today’s
challenges are neither novel nor huge. We will
face these challenges with the united strength
of our people.

This land which the Sinhala state is trying to
occupy and enslave, has never belonged to it.
This land is ours. Ancient Tamil civilisation
stood long and firm on this land. Our ancestors
lived and belonged here. Our ancient kings
built kingdoms and dynasties and ruled from
here. On this land where the roots of our
nation have sunk deep, we wish to live in peace
and with dignity and make decisions on our
lives without the intervention of foreign rulers.

From the day that British colonialism was
replaced with Sinhala oppression, we have
been struggling for our just rights — peacefully
at first and with weapons thereafter. The
political struggle for our right to self-
determination has extended over the last sixty
years. During this period our struggle has gone
through different shapes, developments and
advanced to maturity. In the beginning, it was
a peaceful and democratic struggle by our
people for justice. The racist Sinhala state
resorted to armed and animal like violence to
suppress the peaceful struggle of the Tamil
people for their political rights. It was when
state oppression breached all norms and our
people faced naked terrorism that our
movement for freedom was born as a natural
outcome in history. We were compelled to
take up arms in order to protect our people
from the armed terrorism of the racist Sinhala
state. The armed violent path was not our
choice. It was forced upon us by history.

Even though the armed struggle was thrust on
us by inevitable needs, yet we wish to stop the
war and seek a peaceful resolution to the
national question of our people. Our freedom
movement is always ready for it. We are not
opposed to a peaceful resolution. We have
never hesitated to participate in peace talks.
From Thimpu to Geneva, under diametrically
varied historical circumstances, we have
adopted peaceful methods and participated in
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talks in order to win the political rights of our
people.

Although we acted honestly and whole
heartedly, to find a peaceful resolution to the
national question, all talks were futile. The
intransigence of the Sinhala state, its dishonest
approach and its faith in military solution were
the cause for failure of the talks. Even at a time
when we had produced spectacular
achievements in battle fields and broken the
back-bone of the Sinhala armed forces, we
participated in the peace negotiations
facilitated by Norway. Bringing the war to an
end, we participated with honesty and
diligence in the peace negotiations which
protracted for six years.

We continued to exercise patience at the
military rampages and provocations by the
armed forces. It is not that we trusted the
racist Sinhala state to respect our people’s fair
claims and advance justice, but it was to
expose the hypocrisy of the Sinhala state and
at the same time to impress upon the
international community our commitment to
peace, that we participated in the
negotiations.

During the peace talks convened in different
capitals of the world, there were no attempts
to resolve the day-to-day needs of the Tamil
people or to negotiate a resolution to the
underlying national question. Sri Lanka made
use of the opportunity of the peace talks to
attempt to weaken the LTTE and hoodwink the
Tamil nation and the international community.
Using the talks as a masquerade, the Sinhala
state made preparations to wage a major war
on the Tamil nation. Making use of the cease-
fire and the peace environment, the Sinhala
state resuscitated its devastated economy and
rebuilt its military might that was in shambles.
It concentrated on heavy recruitment,
refurbishing its arsenal, strengthening the
armed forces and conducting military
exercises. While the Tamil nation was engaged
in peace-building, the Sinhala nation dedicated
itself to preparations for war.
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Meanwhile, some countries which identified
themselves as so-called Peace Sponsors,
rushed into activities which impaired
negotiations. They denigrated our freedom
movement as a terrorist organisation. They put
us on their black list and ostracized us as
unwanted and untouchable. Our people living
in many lands were intimidated into
submission by oppressive limitations imposed
on them to prevent their political activities
supporting our freedom struggle.
Humanitarian activities pursued by our law-
abiding people in many countries, well within
the purview of the law of the land, have been
belittled and curtailed. These activities were
aimed at providing humanitarian aid to
helpless victims of genocidal attacks by the
Sinhala Sri Lanka state in Tamil areas.
However, these humanitarian activities were
branded as criminal activities in those
countries. Representatives of the Tamil
people, along with community leaders were
arrested, jailed and insulted. The explicit bias
shown by the activities of these countries
affected the talks, in its balance and in its
consideration of our status as an equal
partner. This further aggravated the racist
attitude of the Sinhala state. Sinhala
chauvinism was encouraged to raise its head
with impunity and inevitably push the Sinhala
state further on its war path.

The Sinhala state shut tight the gates to peace
and waged its war again on the Tamil nation.
The cease-fire agreement facilitated by the
international community was abrogated
unilaterally by Sinhala Sri Lanka. Strangely no
voice of protest was registered by any peace
sponsor. Not even as a formality. Nor was any
concern expressed. In contrast, some
countries from the international community
are providing an abundant supply of war
materials, military training and expert advice,
all for free. This has encouraged the Sinhala
state to aggravate its genocidal war against the
Tamils with a terrorist audacity.

Today, the Sinhala state has, as never before,
placed its trust on its military strength, on
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military modalities and on a military solution.
Its desire to impose its military despotism over
the Tamil homeland and order a stringent
military rule over the Tamils, has increased. As
a result, the war has gathered intensity and
momentum. In truth, this is not a war against
the LTTE as the Sinhala state professes. This is
a war against the Tamils; against the Tamil
nation. In short, a genocidal war.

This war has affected Tamil civilians more than
any body else. By turning the heat of war on
our people and by burdening them with
immeasurable sufferings, the Sinhala state is
aspiring to turn our people against the LTTE. By
closing the trunk-line roads, embargoing food
and medicine and by suffocating people in
tight military encirclements, the government
has unleashed barrages of bombardments and
shelling. Having lost their private lands and the
serene life on them, our people have been
reduced to destitution and live as wandering
refugees. They have been forced to carry the
cross of eternal suffering from birth to death.
Struggling  with disease and misery,
malnutrition, ageing and untimely death, our
people are steeped in suffering. With the
solitary purpose of breaking the unbending will
of our people, the Sinhala state has unleashed
waves of oppression on them and subjected
them to grievous injustice. A huge economic
war has been declared on our people, their
economic life shattered and their day-to-day
living impaired. In Tamil areas under military
control, hundreds of people disappear or
killed, every month. In Sinhala areas,
disappearance and killing of Tamils have
become a normal routine.

Tamil areas under military occupation are
encountering an accelerated agenda of
genocide, today. Death, destruction, army
atrocities and open prison-life in one’s own
land, are the unendurable suffering our people
have to suffer, as an order of the day. Arrest,
imprisonment, torture, rape, murder,
disappearance and clandestine burial in
unknown graves form a vicious circle in which
the lives of our people is enmeshed. Yet, our
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people have not lost hope. No measure,
however punitive, can withhold their will to
resist. Their yearning for freedom remains
strong. No aerial bombardment can wipe out
their determination to attain their freedom.
Our people are used to carrying the cross of
suffering. They are used to facing destruction
and loss, daily in life. This suffering has further
tempered their will to be steadfast in their
aspiration. With such impetus, the urge for
freedom has gathered momentum as never
before.

Facing a great confrontation for such a long
period, we have sacrificed so much and fought
for so long, for nothing else, but for our people
to live in freedom; live with dignity and live in
peace. We are conducting this struggle with
the unrelenting support of the Tamil people,
the world over. Besides, our struggle does not
contravene the national interest, geo-political
interest or economic interest of any outside
country. The inherent aspirations of our
people do not in any way hamper the national
interests of any country or people. At the same
time, it may be noted that during the long
history of our struggle, we have not conducted
any act of aggression against any member
state of the international community.

Our freedom movement, as well as our people,
have always wished to maintain cordiality with
the international community as well as
neighbouring India. With this in view, we wish
to create a viable environment and enhance
friendship. We wish to express our goodwill
and are looking forward to the opportunity to
build a constructive relationship. Cordially |
invite those countries that have banned us, to
understand the deep aspirations and friendly
overtures of our people, to remove their ban
on us and to recognise our just struggle.

Today, there are great changes taking place in
India. The dormant voices in support of our
struggle are re-emerging aloud again. There
are also indications of our struggle becoming
accepted there. The positive change in
environment gives us courage to seek renewal
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of our relationship with the Indian super
power. The earlier approach and interventions
of India were injurious to the people of Tamil
Eelam, as well as to their struggle. The racist
Sinhala state, with its intrigues, conspired to
bring enmity between our freedom movement
and the earlier Indian administration. The
conflict arising out of this environment
aggravated into a major war.

It was because we were firmly committed to
our conviction and freedom for our people,
that friction erupted between our movement
and India. However, at no stage did we ever
consider India as an enemy force. Our people
always consider India as our friend. They have
great expectations that the Indian super power
will take a positive stand on our national
question.

Not withstanding the dividing sea, Tamil Nadu,
with its perfect understanding of our plight,
has taken heart to rise on behalf of our people
at this hour of need. This timely intervention
has gratified the people of Tamil Eelam and our
freedom movement and given us a sense of
relief. | wish to express my love and gratitude
at this juncture to the people and leaders of
Tamil Nadu and the leaders of India for the
voice of support and love they have extended.
| would cordially request them to raise their
voice firmly in favour of our struggle for a Tamil
Eelam state, and to take appropriate and
positive measures to remove the ban which

remains an impediment to an amicable
relationship  between India and our
movement.

My beloved people!

No great changes have taken place in the
Sinhala political panorama. Politics there has
developed into the form of a demonic war. In
a country that worships the Buddha who
preached love and kindness, racist hatred and
war-mongering vie with one another. We can
listen only to the throbs on war-drums. No
sane voice is being raised either to abandon
war or to seek peaceful resolution to the
conflict. In Sinhalam, from politicians to
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spiritual leaders, from journalists to ordinary
people, their voice is raised only in support of
the war.

The Tamil Eelam nation does not want war. It
does not favour violence. It is the Sinhala
nation that waged war on our nation which
had earlier adopted the path of ahimsa and
asked for justice through peaceful means.
When the SAARC leaders of our region met in
Colombo, we expressed our goodwill and
declared suspension of hostility. On the
contrary, it was the Sinhala nation that
rejected our overture, ridiculed us and
continued with the offensive. It is the Sinhala
nation that has laid down unacceptable and
insulting conditions. It is the Sinhala nation
that is continuing with the war.

The Sinhala nation is conducting a major war of
genocide against us in our land, the news
about which is denied to the outside world.
Successive Sinhala regimes have hoodwinked
the international community with a series of
deceptions. Commencing with the round table
conference, the list of deceit has now
stretched to include the All Party conference of
late. During this period the international
community remains cheated. The Tamil
national question was also left to drag on with
no positive resolution offered. Meanwhile, the
Sinhala nation has used its armed forces to set
the Tamil land, ablaze. It has wiped out
peaceful life on Tamil land, making Tamils
destitute, displaced and wandering. Sinhalam
has refused to offer the basic rights of the
Tamils, split the Tamil land into two, installed
anti-Tamil armed groups in the seat of
administration while conducting a tyrannical
military rule. It is now continuing with the war,
offering to submit its plan to offer a solution
only after the LTTE is defeated. Does Sinhala
nation want to offer a solution only after the
Tamils are suppressed and killed? Does it want
to wipe out the true representatives of the
Tamils and their bargaining power before
offering a solution? The Sinhala nation is
refusing to acknowledge the historic homeland
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of the Tamils. In such a situation, how will it
offer a just solution to our people?

When it comes to the Tamil national question,
the Sinhala nation is adopting only one policy.
It is obviously a policy of suppression. Even the
tinge of hope our people had that the Sinhala
nation will abandon its path of violence and
offer justice, has now evaporated. No political
transformation has taken place during the last
sixty years in the Sinhala nation. Therefore,
hoping it will happen in the future is futile. Our
people are not ready to trust Sinhala nation
again and get cheated.

It is true Tamil Eelam is a small nation on the
globe. However it is a nation with great
potential. It is a nation with a characteristic
individuality. It has a distinctive language,
cultural heritage and history. Sinhalam seeks
with its military might to destroy all these. It
seeks to destroy Tamil sovereignty and replace
it with Sinhala sovereignty. As the freedom
movement of the people of Tamil Eelam we
will never, ever allow Sinhala occupation or
Sinhala domination of our homeland.

Whatever challenges confront us, whatever
contingencies we encounter, whatever forces
stand on our path, we will still continue with
our struggle for the freedom of the Tamil
people. On the path shown by history, on the
command of the circumstances of today, we
will continue with our struggle till alien Sinhala
occupation of our land is removed,

At this historic juncture, | would request
Tamils, in whatever part of the world that they
may live in to raise their voices, firmly and with
determination, in support of the freedom
struggle of their brothers and sisters in Tamil
Eelam. | would request them from my heart to
strengthen the hands of our freedom
movement and continue to extend their
contributions and help. | would also take this
opportunity to express my affection and my
praise to our Tamil youth living outside our
homeland for the prominent and committed
role they play in actively contributing towards
the liberation of our nation.
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Let us all make a firm and determined
resolution to follow fully the path of our
heroes, who, in pursuit of our aspiration for
justice and freedom, sacrificed themselves and
have become a part of the history of our land
and our people.

R —————————
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The past sixty years have proven beyond any doubt

that no political party in the South has the political

honesty or firmness in policy to find a just solution

to the Tamil national question. It has been also

proved beyond any doubt that none of the Southern

parties are ready to accept the core principles for a

lasting peace: the Tamil homeland, the Tamil

nation and the Tamil Right to self determination.

The ruling party is adamant on unitary rule; the
red and yellow parties are calling for no solution at
all; and the main opposition party, somersaulting

from its earlier position, is, on the one hand,

saying nothing concrete and using evasive
language to support the military actions of the
government and, on the other hand, saying it
supports peace efforts. All this clearly clarifies our
point and proves beyond doubt that all the Sinhala

political parties are essentially chauvinistic and

anti-Tamil. To expect a political solution from any
of these southern parties is political naivety.

The 21st century began as the ‘Asian century’
and the world is looking towards Asia. Many
countries in our region have grown in leaps and
bounds in social, economical and scientific
fields. They are researching space, moon and
atom. The whole human race is taking up new
challenges and has embarked on a united path,
seeking answers to many of nature’s mysteries
and looking for remedies to incurable diseases.
It is seeking to protect the entire globe and its
plant and animal lives. Sadly, the Sinhala
nation is moving in exactly the opposite
direction, on a path of destruction. It is trying
to destroy the Tamil nation and, in the process,
it is destroying itself. This beautiful island
continues to soak in blood.

Buddhism is a profound spiritual duty. Its
philosophy emphasizes a life without desires, a
life of love and justice. The Sinhala nation,
claiming that it has followed this path for more
than two thousand years, has in fact remained
immersed in the poison of racism. It is
unleashing unthinkable violence against
another people. During the long history of the
Tamil struggle, first through non-violence and
later through armed struggle, the Sinhala
mindset has remained unchanged. The Sinhala
nation did not change even after so much
destruction and lost lives. It continues on the
path of violence. It only desires to find a
solution to the Tamil question through military
might and oppression. It cunningly evaded
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efforts to seek peace and is boldly taking
forward its military plan. The international
community’s economic and military aid, its
moral and political support, its diplomatic
efforts, and its one-sided involvement directly
aided this turn of events.

We know very well that the military, economic
and geo-political interests of the world’s
powers are embedded in our region. We
understand their concern to take forward their
interests. We also recognize the concerns of
the international community to bring about
stability and good governance to this island for
these reasons. At the same time the
chauvinistic Sinhala State is attempting to
exploit this interest in our region of the
international powers. It is trapping the
international community in its chauvinistic
project and turning the international
community against the Tamil freedom
struggle. Our people are dismayed and
disappointed that these countries, trapped in
the deceptive net of the Sinhala State, are
being unhelpful in their involvement to resolve
our problem. These one-sided involvements of
foreign powers are not new in our prolonged
struggle. India intervened in our national
question then as part of its regional expansion.
India signed an accord with the Sinhala State
without the consent of the Tamils. The Indo-
Lanka Accord was not signed to meet the
aspirations of the people of Tamil Eelam. In
fact, India then attempted to force an
ineffectual solution on our people — a solution
which did not even devolve powers to the
extent of the Banda-Chelva pact signed in the
1950'’s. India tried to enforce that accord with
the strength of more than 100,000 Indian
forces, with the power of the agreement
between two countries and with the assistance
of treacherous Tamil paramilitary groups.
However, even this ill-considered solution,
which did not even address the basic national
aspirations of the Tamils, was blocked by the
chauvinistic Sinhala State.

We are intimately familiar with the Sinhala
State and its deceptive politics. Our people
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have a long history of bitter experiences. That
is why we explained to India on many
occasions, at many locations and at many
levels about the implacability of Sinhala
chauvinism. We explained to India then that
the aim of the Sinhala State was not to find a
solution to the Tamil question and bring peace;
but to occupy the Tamil homeland, destroy its
resources, and enslave the Tamil nation. India
refused to accept this reality. As a result our
land witnessed great sorrow and destruction.

Today, the international community is making
the same mistake that India made many years
ago. Even the countries that are the guardians
of the peace efforts succumbed to the
deception of the Sinhala State and listed our
freedom movement as a terrorist organization.
What we find most incomprehensible is the
fact that these same nations, which labeled us
terrorists, not so long ago fought in defence of
their own freedom.

The Sinhala nation is unable to stomach the
support of our Diaspora for the Tamil freedom
struggle; it is unable to accept the
humanitarian help and the political lobbying by
the Diaspora to end the misery heaped on our
people. That is why the Sinhala nation is trying
hard to shatter the bond between our people
in our homeland and our Diaspora. Some
countries are also assisting this amoral effort
of Sinhala chauvinism. These countries are
denouncing, as illegal activities, the
humanitarian actions and political protests of
our people abroad — actions that are carried
out according to the laws of those countries.
These countries have imprisoned and
humiliated Tamil campaigners and
representatives. These countries have
ridiculed their protests and their efforts to
seek justice.

This partisan and unjust conduct of the
international community has severely
undermined the confidence our people had in
them. And it has paved the way for the
breakdown of the ceasefire and the peace
efforts. Furthermore, the generous military
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and economic aid they have given to the
Sinhala State and their diplomatic efforts to
prop up the chauvinistic Sinhala State has
encouraged the Sinhala nation further and
further along its militaristic path. This is the
background to the confidence of the Rajapake
regime in continuing with its unjust, inhuman
war of occupation of our land.

Overconfident of its military victory over the
Tamil freedom movement, the Rajapakse
regime has shut fast the door for peace. The
desire to oppress the Tamils has intensified as
never before. With the entire world giving
support, the Sinhala State, using the ceasefire
as cover, and exploiting the peace
environment, prepared its war of occupation.
The SLMM that was monitoring the peace
covered its eyes, tied its hands behind back,
and went to sleep in Colombo. The exhausted
Norwegian facilitators remained silent. The
countries that preached peace to us also went
silent and refused to speak out. The Sinhala
State started its war and justified it with
slogans like ‘War for Peace’, ‘War against
terrorism’ and ‘War for the liberation of the
Tamils’.

The Rajapakse regime assembled its military
might and let loose a massive war on the
eastern region of our homeland. This part of
our homeland became a wasteland after
incessant bombing and shelling. Trincomalee,
the famous Tamil capital, was destroyed.
Batticaloa, an ancient cultural city of the
Tamils, became a land of refugees. Jaffna, the
cultural centre of the Tamils, was cut off from
the rest of the world and turned into an open
prison.

The Sinhala State’s war of genocide destroyed
the peaceful life of the Tamils. It turned the
Tamils into refugees in their own homeland,
ruined their nation’s social and economical
infrastructure and plunged them into
unprecedented  hardships. While  our
motherland, caught within gruesome Sinhala
military rule, is destroyed, Sinhalisation of our
historic territory is going on under the pretexts
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of High Security Zones and Free Trade Zones.
This naked Sinhalisation proceeds by the
hoisting of Lion flags, the erection of
Sidharthan statues, the renaming of Tamil
streets with Sinhala names, the building of
Buddhist temples. Sinhala settlements are
mushrooming in the Tamil homeland.

The unjust war, the economic blockade, the
restrictions on our people’s freedom of
movement, the killing of thousands, the
displacement of hundreds of thousands, have
all deeply wounded the Tamil psyche. The
Sinhala nation is celebrating this tragedy as a
victory. It is lighting firecrackers believing it has
defeated the Tamils. The Sinhala military
leadership believes that its occupation of the
east has been completed and the barbed wire
noose around the neck of Jaffna has been
tightened. The Sinhala nation arrogantly
believes it has manacled the eastern coast
from Pothuvil to Pulmoddai. The Sinhala
leadership thus believes it has won great
victories against our struggle.

The Sinhala nation has always misunderstood
our freedom struggle. It consistently
underestimates us. Only after carefully
scrutinising the global situation and external
conditions; only after accurately estimating
the strengths and weaknesses of the
adversary; only after gauging the enemy’s
goals and strategies; only after ensuring that
we remain focused on our own strategy; only
then did we implement our plans to take our
liberation struggle forward. We have
strategically withdrawn from the east while
launching defensive attacks. The Sinhala
nation could have learnt the dangers of putting
its feet too wide apart in our land as it did
during past battles. But the Sinhala military has
fallen yet again into the net we spread and it is
now forced to commit large numbers of troops
to rule land without people. Caught in a
territorial trap, it will soon be forced to face
the serious consequences of its misguided
ambitions.
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Operation ‘Ellalan’, the very first combined
Black Tiger and Tamil Eelam Air Force attack
was a massive blow to the Sinhala military. It
has disrupted the daydreams of the Sinhala
nation. The Sinhala nation has not emerged
from this massive shock delivered by our
beloved fighters. The immeasurable
dedication and sacrifice of our Heroes is
delivering a message to the Sinhala nation.
Those who plan to destroy the Tamil nation will
in the end be forced to face their own
destruction.

The Rajapakse regime is never going to realize
that the Tamil national question cannot be
resolved by military oppression. The Sinhala
leadership is not going to shed its desire for
military supremacy or the Sinhalisation of the
Tamil homeland. The Rajapakse regime is
working hard to import more and more
destructive weapons from all over the world
without care for the cost. Therefore, it is not
going to give up its war of genocide.

The All Party Representative Committee was
appointed by the Rajapakse regime to spread a
smokescreen over the misery that its military
adventures are creating in the Tamil homeland
and to deceive other governments to get their
aid and support. We clearly predicted this
would happen one year ago. We have been
proved right. After dragging on without putting
forward any solution, the committee has gone
on holiday.

The past sixty years have proven beyond any
doubt that no political party in the South has
the political honesty or firmness in policy to
find a just solution to the Tamil national
question. It has been also proved beyond any
doubt that none of the Southern parties are
ready to accept the core principles for a lasting
peace: the Tamil homeland, the Tamil nation
and the Tamil Right to self determination. The
ruling party is adamant on unitary rule; the red
and yellow parties are calling for no solution at
all; and the main opposition party,
somersaulting from its earlier position, is, on
the one hand, saying nothing concrete and
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using evasive language to support the military
actions of the government and, on the other
hand, saying it supports peace efforts. All this
clearly clarifies our point and proves beyond
doubt that all the Sinhala political parties are
essentially chauvinistic and anti-Tamil. To
expect a political solution from any of these
southern parties is political naivety.

The Sinhala nation showed eagerness in the
peace talks only when we shattered their
‘Operation Fireball’ military action and made
them realize that the Tigers cannot be
defeated. It was only when we proved our
military prowess and only when we were
militarily in a position of strength that the
Sinhala nation signed the ceasefire agreement.
Now, with abundant monetary and military aid
from several countries, it has rehabilitated its
destroyed military and has prepared itself for
war again. It is yet again walking the military
path having abandoned the peace path.

The Rajapakse regime, after unilaterally
abrogating the ceasefire agreement, is
ruthlessly implementing its military plan to
remove the contiguity of the Tamil homeland.
It has killed and disappeared thousands of our
people. It reprimands and controls the
Norwegian facilitators. It vehemently criticizes
the SLMM. It even dares to brand senior UN
officials as terrorists in order to hide its own
terrorism. It is obscuring the ground reality in
the Tamil homeland by striking fear among
journalists and NGO workers.

The world’s powers, even while taking forward
their own geo-political interests, respect
human rights and democratic institutions. Be it
this universe, human affairs or international
relationships, they all revolve on the wheel of
justice. That is why nations like East Timor and
Montenegro broke free of their subjugation
and gained their freedom with the help and
support of the international community. Even
now, the international community continues
to work for the freedom of nations like Kosovo.

Yet the actions of the international community
with respect to our own national question are
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unjust. The confidence our people placed in
the international community has been eroded.
By only paying lip-service to peace the
international community has contributed to
the killing of an extraordinary son of our
nation, Tamilselvan. It has stopped the
heartbeat of a light that walked the path of
peace. | will be lighting the lamp for my dear
brother, Tamilselvan, who until last year was
with me every time we, with a burning desire
to reach our goal, lit the lamps for our fallen
Heroes. The international community has
made the entire Tamil world drown in its tears.
Had the international community firmly and
unambiguously condemned the anti-peace
activities and the war mongering of the Sinhala
regime, Tamilselvan would be alive today. A
huge blow would not have fallen on peace
efforts.

The Co-chairs, acting as the guardians of the
peace process, have failed in their
responsibility. If the Co-chairs do not have a
moral obligation to protect peace efforts, what
exactly is the purpose of their meeting from
time to time in different places? Is it their
intent to assist the Sinhala regime to wipe out
the Tamils? Questions like these have arisen in
the minds of our people. Our people firmly
expect that at least from now on the
international community will take a new
approach in relation to our freedom struggle.
On this sacred day it is the hope of our people
that the international community will cease
giving military and economic aid to the Sinhala
regime and accept the right to self
determination and the sovereignty of the
Tamil nation.

My beloved people,

We are an ancient people with special
qualities. We have a unique national identity
and national foundation. We have been
struggling non-violently and by armed struggle
for a very long time against national
oppression. We are not terrorists, committing
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blind acts of violence impelled by racist or
religious fanaticism. Our struggle has a
concrete, legitimate, political objective. We
are struggling only to regain our sovereignty in
our own historical land where we have lived for
centuries, the sovereignty which we lost to
colonial occupiers. We are struggling only to
reestablish that sovereignty and rebuild our
nation. The Sinhala nation is continuing to
reject our just and civilized demands for
freedom. Instead, it has declared a genocidal
war on our land and our people. Behind the
smokescreen of fighting terrorism, it is creating
immense human misery.

Despite our people enduring injustice and
oppression, facing death, destruction and
massive displacement, no country, no nation,
no international organization has raised its
voice on our behalf. We face this situation
alone because, although 80 million Tamils live
all around the globe, the Tamils do not have a
country of their own.

On this day, when we remember our Heroes, |
ask the entire Tamil speaking world to rise up
for the liberation of Tamil Eelam. | wish to
express my love and gratitude to you for your
past participation in the building of our nation,
bringing together your abundant intellectual,
material, monetary and many other resources
in the service of our nation and ask that you
stand with us in the coming years of our
freedom struggle.

Thousands of our fighters are standing ready to
fight with determination for our just goal of
freedom and we will overcome the hurdles
before us and liberate our motherland. On this
day when we remember our Heroes who
sacrificed themselves for this sacred goal, let
each one of us carry their dream in our hearts
and struggle until it is achieved.
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No great changes have taken place in the Sinhala

political panorama. Politics there has developed

into the form of a demonic war. In a country that

worships the Buddha who preached love and

kindness, racist hatred and war-mongering vie with

one another. We can listen only to the throbs on

war-drums. No sane voice is being raised either to

abandon war or to seek peaceful resolution to the

conflict. In Sinhalam, from politicians to spiritual
leaders, from journalists to ordinary people, their
voice is raised only in support of the war.

My beloved people of Tamil Eelam,

Today is Maveerar Naal — our Great Heroes
Day.

On this day of purity we remember and honour
our dearly beloved heroes whose supreme
sacrifice for the liberation of our motherland
continues to fill all our hearts.

The orginital text of LTTE leader’s speech in
Tamil

It is for us a commemoration day of reverence
when we pay homage to our brave and valiant
heroes who have transformed our land from
one that was for many years subjugated by
foreign rule into a defiant land refusing to
submit to the will of the alien oppressor.

This is our national day on which we engrave
tenderly in our hearts the memory of our great
heroes who died and whose sacred aspiration
was the redemption of our land so that our
people may live in freedom and with self-
respect.

Our heroes loved this land deeply. From the
moment they fixed their eyes on the
redemption of our motherland to the moment
they closed their eyes permanently, the

sacrifices they made have no parallel in the
history of the world. No country but ours had
at any time encountered such wonderful
dedication as expressed in the actions of our
valiant heroes.

It was on this land that our heroes were born.
They grew up here and lived here. It was on
this land that their footsteps have their
imprints. The air they breathed is mingled with
this land. From time immemorial, from
generation to generation the Tamil people
lived on this land. It was this land which our
heroes loved deeply. Our heroes died for this
land and are at rest in its bosom. The land
where they are embedded, belongs to us. It is
our own land. But an arrogant Sinhala nation
stands adamant and is determined to occupy
and conquer this historic land. All human
suffering springs from unbridled desire. Unless
one extricates oneself from the clutch of
greed, one will not free himself from the
fetters of sorrow. With its greed for land,
Sinhalam has entered a militaristic path of
destruction. It has sought to build the support
of the world to confront us. It is living in a
dreamland of military victory. It is a dream
from which it will awake. That is certain.

My beloved people!
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The land of Tamil Eelam is confronted with an
intense war as never before. Rearing its head
in different parts of Wanni, the war is
gathering momentum. As the Sinhala state is
committed to a military solution, the war is
becoming intense and widespread. The
underlying intent of the Sinhala state is to wipe
out the national life and resources of the
Tamils and subjugate the Tamil nation under
alien Sinhala military despotism. With this in
view, it is executing its war plan at full gallop.
Pooling together all its military resources and
arsenal, and with all its national wealth to
buttress it, the racist Sinhala state has waged a
fierce war on our land. Our freedom fighters,
have dedicated themselves to unbending
resistance against this war of aggression
launched by the racist Sinhala state. With
various countries of the world buttressing the
genocidal war on the people of Tamil Eelam,
we are waging a defensive war for the freedom
of our people.

Today, our movement has embarked on a
historic journey, hazardous and strenuous. In
this historic venture, we have encountered
numerous turns, twists and confrontations.
We have faced forces much mightier than ours.
We have had direct confrontations even
against superior powers, stronger than us. We
have withstood wave after wave of our enemy
attacks. Standing alone, we have blasted
networks of innumerable intrigues,
interwoven with betrayal and sabotage. We
stood like a mountain and faced all dangers
that loomed like storms. When compared to
these happenings of the past, today’s
challenges are neither novel nor huge. We will
face these challenges with the united strength
of our people.

This land which the Sinhala state is trying to
occupy and enslave, has never belonged to it.
This land is ours. Ancient Tamil civilisation
stood long and firm on this land. Our ancestors
lived and belonged here. Our ancient kings
built kingdoms and dynasties and ruled from
here. On this land where the roots of our
nation have sunk deep, we wish to live in peace
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and with dignity and make decisions on our
lives without the intervention of foreign rulers.

From the day that British colonialism was
replaced with Sinhala oppression, we have
been struggling for our just rights — peacefully
at first and with weapons thereafter. The
political struggle for our right to self-
determination has extended over the last sixty
years. During this period our struggle has gone
through different shapes, developments and
advanced to maturity. In the beginning, it was
a peaceful and democratic struggle by our
people for justice. The racist Sinhala state
resorted to armed and animal like violence to
suppress the peaceful struggle of the Tamil
people for their political rights. It was when
state oppression breached all norms and our
people faced naked terrorism that our
movement for freedom was born as a natural
outcome in history. We were compelled to
take up arms in order to protect our people
from the armed terrorism of the racist Sinhala
state. The armed violent path was not our
choice. It was forced upon us by history.

Even though the armed struggle was thrust on
us by inevitable needs, yet we wish to stop the
war and seek a peaceful resolution to the
national question of our people. Our freedom
movement is always ready for it. We are not
opposed to a peaceful resolution. We have
never hesitated to participate in peace talks.
From Thimpu to Geneva, under diametrically
varied historical circumstances, we have
adopted peaceful methods and participated in
talks in order to win the political rights of our
people.

Although we acted honestly and whole
heartedly, to find a peaceful resolution to the
national question, all talks were futile. The
intransigence of the Sinhala state, its dishonest
approach and its faith in military solution were
the cause for failure of the talks. Even at a time
when we had produced spectacular
achievements in battle fields and broken the
back-bone of the Sinhala armed forces, we
participated in the peace negotiations
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facilitated by Norway. Bringing the war to an
end, we participated with honesty and
diligence in the peace negotiations which
protracted for six years.

We continued to exercise patience at the
military rampages and provocations by the
armed forces. It is not that we trusted the
racist Sinhala state to respect our people’s fair
claims and advance justice, but it was to
expose the hypocrisy of the Sinhala state and
at the same time to impress upon the
international community our commitment to
peace, that we participated in the
negotiations.

During the peace talks convened in different
capitals of the world, there were no attempts
to resolve the day-to-day needs of the Tamil
people or to negotiate a resolution to the
underlying national question. Sri Lanka made
use of the opportunity of the peace talks to
attempt to weaken the LTTE and hoodwink the
Tamil nation and the international community.
Using the talks as a masquerade, the Sinhala
state made preparations to wage a major war
on the Tamil nation. Making use of the cease-
fire and the peace environment, the Sinhala
state resuscitated its devastated economy and
rebuilt its military might that was in shambles.
It concentrated on heavy recruitment,
refurbishing its arsenal, strengthening the
armed forces and conducting military
exercises. While the Tamil nation was engaged
in peace-building, the Sinhala nation dedicated
itself to preparations for war.

Meanwhile, some countries which identified
themselves as so-called Peace Sponsors,
rushed into activities which impaired
negotiations. They denigrated our freedom
movement as a terrorist organisation. They put
us on their black list and ostracized us as
unwanted and untouchable. Our people living
in  many lands were intimidated into
submission by oppressive limitations imposed
on them to prevent their political activities
supporting our freedom struggle.
Humanitarian activities pursued by our law-
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abiding people in many countries, well within
the purview of the law of the land, have been
belittled and curtailed. These activities were
aimed at providing humanitarian aid to
helpless victims of genocidal attacks by the
Sinhala Sri Lanka state in Tamil areas.
However, these humanitarian activities were
branded as criminal activities in those
countries. Representatives of the Tamil
people, along with community leaders were
arrested, jailed and insulted. The explicit bias
shown by the activities of these countries
affected the talks, in its balance and in its
consideration of our status as an equal
partner. This further aggravated the racist
attitude of the Sinhala state. Sinhala
chauvinism was encouraged to raise its head
with impunity and inevitably push the Sinhala
state further on its war path.

The Sinhala state shut tight the gates to peace
and waged its war again on the Tamil nation.
The cease-fire agreement facilitated by the
international community was abrogated
unilaterally by Sinhala Sri Lanka. Strangely no
voice of protest was registered by any peace
sponsor. Not even as a formality. Nor was any
concern expressed. In contrast, some
countries from the international community
are providing an abundant supply of war
materials, military training and expert advice,
all for free. This has encouraged the Sinhala
state to aggravate its genocidal war against the
Tamils with a terrorist audacity.

Today, the Sinhala state has, as never before,
placed its trust on its military strength, on
military modalities and on a military solution.
Its desire to impose its military despotism over
the Tamil homeland and order a stringent
military rule over the Tamils, has increased. As
a result, the war has gathered intensity and
momentum. In truth, this is not a war against
the LTTE as the Sinhala state professes. This is
a war against the Tamils; against the Tamil
nation. In short, a genocidal war.

This war has affected Tamil civilians more than
any body else. By turning the heat of war on
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our people and by burdening them with
immeasurable sufferings, the Sinhala state is
aspiring to turn our people against the LTTE. By
closing the trunk-line roads, embargoing food
and medicine and by suffocating people in
tight military encirclements, the government
has unleashed barrages of bombardments and
shelling. Having lost their private lands and the
serene life on them, our people have been
reduced to destitution and live as wandering
refugees. They have been forced to carry the
cross of eternal suffering from birth to death.
Struggling with disease and misery,
malnutrition, ageing and untimely death, our
people are steeped in suffering. With the
solitary purpose of breaking the unbending will
of our people, the Sinhala state has unleashed
waves of oppression on them and subjected
them to grievous injustice. A huge economic
war has been declared on our people, their
economic life shattered and their day-to-day
living impaired. In Tamil areas under military
control, hundreds of people disappear or
killed, every month. In Sinhala areas,
disappearance and killing of Tamils have
become a normal routine.

Tamil areas under military occupation are
encountering an accelerated agenda of
genocide, today. Death, destruction, army
atrocities and open prison-life in one’s own
land, are the unendurable suffering our people
have to suffer, as an order of the day. Arrest,
imprisonment,  torture, rape, murder,
disappearance and clandestine burial in
unknown graves form a vicious circle in which
the lives of our people is enmeshed. Yet, our
people have not lost hope. No measure,
however punitive, can withhold their will to
resist. Their yearning for freedom remains
strong. No aerial bombardment can wipe out
their determination to attain their freedom.
Our people are used to carrying the cross of
suffering. They are used to facing destruction
and loss, daily in life. This suffering has further
tempered their will to be steadfast in their
aspiration. With such impetus, the urge for
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freedom has gathered momentum as never
before.

Facing a great confrontation for such a long
period, we have sacrificed so much and fought
for so long, for nothing else, but for our people
to live in freedom; live with dignity and live in
peace. We are conducting this struggle with
the unrelenting support of the Tamil people,
the world over. Besides, our struggle does not
contravene the national interest, geo-political
interest or economic interest of any outside
country. The inherent aspirations of our
people do not in any way hamper the national
interests of any country or people. At the same
time, it may be noted that during the long
history of our struggle, we have not conducted
any act of aggression against any member
state of the international community.

Our freedom movement, as well as our people,
have always wished to maintain cordiality with
the international community as well as
neighbouring India. With this in view, we wish
to create a viable environment and enhance
friendship. We wish to express our goodwill
and are looking forward to the opportunity to
build a constructive relationship. Cordially |
invite those countries that have banned us, to
understand the deep aspirations and friendly
overtures of our people, to remove their ban
on us and to recognise our just struggle.

Today, there are great changes taking place in
India. The dormant voices in support of our
struggle are re-emerging aloud again. There
are also indications of our struggle becoming
accepted there. The positive change in
environment gives us courage to seek renewal
of our relationship with the Indian super
power. The earlier approach and interventions
of India were injurious to the people of Tamil
Eelam, as well as to their struggle. The racist
Sinhala state, with its intrigues, conspired to
bring enmity between our freedom movement
and the earlier Indian administration. The
conflict arising out of this environment
aggravated into a major war.
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It was because we were firmly committed to
our conviction and freedom for our people,
that friction erupted between our movement
and India. However, at no stage did we ever
consider India as an enemy force. Our people
always consider India as our friend. They have
great expectations that the Indian super power
will take a positive stand on our national
question.

Notwithstanding the dividing sea, Tamil Nadu,
with its perfect understanding of our plight,
has taken heart to rise on behalf of our people
at this hour of need. This timely intervention
has gratified the people of Tamil Eelam and our
freedom movement and given us a sense of
relief. | wish to express my love and gratitude
at this juncture to the people and leaders of
Tamil Nadu and the leaders of India for the
voice of support and love they have extended.
| would cordially request them to raise their
voice firmly in favour of our struggle for a Tamil
Eelam state, and to take appropriate and
positive measures to remove the ban which
remains an impediment to an amicable
relationship  between India and our
movement.

My beloved people!

No great changes have taken place in the
Sinhala political panorama. Politics there has
developed into the form of a demonic war. In
a country that worships the Buddha who
preached love and kindness, racist hatred and
war-mongering vie with one another. We can
listen only to the throbs on war-drums. No
sane voice is being raised either to abandon
war or to seek peaceful resolution to the
conflict. In Sinhalam, from politicians to
spiritual leaders, from journalists to ordinary
people, their voice is raised only in support of
the war.

The Tamil Eelam nation does not want war. It
does not favor violence. It is the Sinhala nation
that waged war on our nation which had
earlier adopted the path of ahimsa and asked
for justice through peaceful means. When the
SAARC leaders of our region met in Colombo,
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we expressed our goodwill and declared
suspension of hostility. On the contrary, it was
the Sinhala nation that rejected our overture,
ridiculed us and continued with the offensive.
It is the Sinhala nation that has laid down
unacceptable and insulting conditions. It is the
Sinhala nation that is continuing with the war.

The Sinhala nation is conducting a major war of
genocide against us in our land, the news
about which is denied to the outside world.
Successive Sinhala regimes have hoodwinked
the international community with a series of
deceptions. Commencing with the round table
conference, the list of deceit has now
stretched to include the All-Party conference
of late. During this period the international
community remains cheated. The Tamil
national question was also left to drag on with
no positive resolution offered. Meanwhile, the
Sinhala nation has used its armed forces to set
the Tamil land, ablaze. It has wiped out
peaceful life on Tamil land, making Tamils
destitute, displaced and wandering. Sinhalam
has refused to offer the basic rights of the
Tamils, split the Tamil land into two, installed
anti-Tamil armed groups in the seat of
administration while conducting a tyrannical
military rule. It is now continuing with the war,
offering to submit its plan to offer a solution
only after the LTTE is defeated. Does Sinhala
nation want to offer a solution only after the
Tamils are suppressed and killed? Does it want
to wipe out the true representatives of the
Tamils and their bargaining power before
offering a solution? The Sinhala nation is
refusing to acknowledge the historic homeland
of the Tamils. In such a situation, how will it
offer a just solution to our people?

When it comes to the Tamil national question,
the Sinhala nation is adopting only one policy.
It is obviously a policy of suppression. Even the
tinge of hope our people had that the Sinhala
nation will abandon its path of violence and
offer justice, has now evaporated. No political
transformation has taken place during the last
sixty years in the Sinhala nation. Therefore,
hoping it will happen in the future is futile. Our
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people are not ready to trust Sinhala nation
again and get cheated.

It is true Tamil Eelam is a small nation on the
globe. However, it is a nation with great
potential. It is a nation with a characteristic
individuality. It has a distinctive language,
cultural heritage and history. Sinhalam seeks
with its military might to destroy all these. It
seeks to destroy Tamil sovereignty and replace
it with Sinhala sovereignty. As the freedom
movement of the people of Tamil Eelam we
will never, ever allow Sinhala occupation or
Sinhala domination of our homeland.

Whatever challenges confront us, whatever
contingencies we encounter, whatever forces
stand on our path, we will continue with our
struggle for the freedom of the Tamil people.
On the path shown by history, on the
command of the circumstances of today, we
will continue with our struggle till alien Sinhala
occupation of our land is removed,
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At this historic juncture, | would request
Tamils, in whatever part of the world that they
may live in to raise their voices, firmly and with
determination, in support of the freedom
struggle of their brothers and sisters in Tamil
Eelam. | would request them from my heart to
strengthen the hands of our freedom
movement and continue to extend their
contributions and help. | would also take this
opportunity to express my affection and my
praise to our Tamil youth living outside our
homeland for the prominent and committed
role they play in actively contributing towards
the liberation of our nation.

Let us all make a firm and determined
resolution to follow fully the path of our
heroes, who, in pursuit of our aspiration for
justice and freedom, sacrificed themselves and
have become a part of the history of our land
and our people.

Compiled by www.namathumalayaga.com



LoTRTT IS 68T 260 I GiT

R ——————
Compiled by www.namathumalayaga.com



- o T -

BTLD CocssT (eS| 2 G8T6H LD W TGS FLOTST6STS 0SSl
6TLDG| LD 6T, GTLOS] LOGSTGHH6V, [6)110 S wi TS5,
s5EBions, SypPus s’ GaD
S|WIFUWTES QUTPBS], SLOF] TFWE UTLHEHE
STCLD STIOTEHFEFHS Fnlg W 2 GOTEH LD W TGHT,

G &argeuLnTest, ) IBSILOTEST FIOTHTEHSHeSSW HTLD
alBBLFCDTIb. Q)BS FIOTSTRT AUITIHEHGI
SLp BB aulpms Fmser Gluarss CuifleTauTs
F53) 56T ()BT TRTLIG| F5CSHS5F DS
2 flwgl @QeralCorspid, 9%s5 Glaumlujb,
@Qureiais Sialled BioLlsesujd G\ TeuTL
6T O\uT(H FBIHar 9T FLdlipHer CFwLi
HpsFevend @ Fwomrgmrer aulpluiled Siey
STeRTLIGLITUFeVenev. SLOUSLP OFSFH@T auFeUTHMm]
FRwrss; 5656 6)\HTETIL 2 GSIenin ().

Comiiled bi www.namathumalaiaia.com



