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he Jaifna Hospital was occupied by the IPKF about 4 p.m. on Deepav-
ahi day. October 21, 1587 Al 50 people dicd in the process and thoir bodics
were burmi lay within the hospital premises. On October 23 about 81 bodies
weie burnt on 1he orders of Bngadier Brar of the IPKF, the whole operation
being supervised by Caplam Bist of Headquarters Fort Camp. laffna. with the
asustance of Dr. Kanagarajah and Dr. Bansan, both of the |[PKF. No inguests
of postmortems were held befare the bodies were disposed of

The dead included 20 members of the hospital’s Admmistrative and X-Ray
Branches. Also killed that day were muny patients warded in the hospital and
their relatives who were visiting them at the ime of the IPKF operation, total-
hing M Another 12 bodies 1n an advanced stage of docompositon were i the
mortuary. None of the 12 could be wentihed.

Al 20 of the hospatal staff were identified by their collcagues. OF the other 30
only 11 were wdentified either by relatives or by the identity cards found on the
bodies Some of the dead were bevond identification as the houdies were badly
multilated from the shooting and shelling. Many of the unidentificd were be-
beved to have been patients. but posutive identification was not possible o
many BHTs (Bed Head Tickets) were mssing in the chaos and confusion that
sccompanied the |PEF aocupation of the hospital and by the shelling

Many of the deaths of patients was due to lack of medical care. Several pa-
ticnts badly injured and bleeding protusely after the IPRF shelling of the hosps-
tal could not be taken ap for immediatc surgery as the Operating Theatre had
also been damanged by shells. The power failure resulied in the death of 3 pa-
tents including an nfant in the Intensive Care Unit who 2t the tume was fined
with an clectric sucker. The other two were on Ventilutors at the time. The
Blood Bank could not function after the power failurc.

—

The Jalfna Ceeneral Hosgltz] literally stimks.

“There is na waler and no seciriciy.”

Tt mmarvmmry by Fall of corpaes.

Up to Fridey, 7 people's (ages ranging frem soc
vEar 1o RS bodies were broughl (s haspitul.

5 lemrns mare bodies are st o be broughi (o
Bospital,

The MNarses' (Pusriers was kil by chells. The norses
escuped deslh hecanre ey fook refuge in the ground
. They are undersiandable relucinnt o work

The Tellipalal Gove. Bispital has closed down.

A priveie hospliial st Manipay - Creen Memarial
Hospital - has also been forced 1o clise down
e r————— T 3w




Massacre at
the Hospital

We give below the names and designations of the hospital staff killed by the
IPKF and where their bodies were found:

. Dr. A. Sivapathusunderam, Consultant Pacdiatrician (in X-Ray Block ); 2
Dr. M.K. Ganesharamnam, Registrar, Sugery (X-Ray Block). 3. Dr
Parimelalakar, MO, OPD (hospital entrance, facing Clock Tower Rd.), 4
Miss. Vadivel, Matron (ADrs Office); 5. Mr. Kanapathy Krishnarajah, Over-
seer (X-Ray Biock ), 6. Mr. Kandian Selvarajah, Overseer (X-Ray Block ), 7
Miss. Mankavatkarasy; ¥, Paramanathan, Numang Office (X-Ray Block); 9
Miss. Leelawathy, Nursing Office (X-Ray Block); 10, Mr. Vaitihngam Shan-
mugalingam, Ambulance Drniver (Overseer’ Office); 11. Mr. Ramalingam
Suhumar, labourer (Overseer’'s Office); 12 Mi. Gopalapillai Uruthiren,
labourer (Overseer's Office); 13, Mr. Sivaloganathan, labourer (Overscers”
(Mfice). 14. Mr. Ponnambalam Varatharajah, labour {Overseens’ Office); 15,
Mr. Kurusu John Peter. labourer (Overseers” Office); 16, Mr. Markandu,
labourer {Overseers’ Office). 17 Mr. Muthukumaru Thurairajah, labourcr
iOverseers” Office); 18 Mr. Kamah Vetharaniom (Wd. 12 corndor); 9. Mr
Hupratnam Ratnarajah, abourer (Overscenn’ Office); 0. Mr. Pandian
Sivarajah, labowrer (Overscens’ Office); 21. Mr. Sinnappu Joganathan,
labourer { Overseers’ Office).

(died when Ventilator could n:'lr be q:r:ur.l:d aher puma:.rinlnr.t }; 5. J-d-lg.r ;:Id
baby (died from neonatal Jaundice); 66. young man. about X yrs. Wd. 25 (shell
blast), 67. old man, 80 yrs. Wd. 25 (cause of death could not be ascertaned)

A repon contaiming all available details as given above was handed over 1o
Dr. Natchanarkiniyan of the Jaftna General Hospital on November 7, 1987
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